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My soul can find
No staircase to Heaven
Unless it be through
Earth’s loveliness
Michelangelo

Courting Turtle Doves
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St Mary’s Rickinghall Inferior has a web site

http://stmarysrickinghallinferior.onesuffolk.net/ or Google: St Mary's Rickinghall Inferior
after his resurrection. No, the Holy
Spirit offers so much more; it gives
us a relationship that means we are
able to turn in complete trust to God
as father in the way Jesus did whilst
he lived here on earth.

What a world we live in! When we look around what do we see?
Children dying in poverty of preventable diseases, tyrants planning
to secure their power over suffering populations, families and whole
communities struggling to put their lives back together in the wake
of natural disaster, people dying in loneliness and living in fear and
anxiety. There seems to be plenty of reason to say, ‘This is a world
without God’.

The fact is Jesus hasn’t just gone
away! He’s done something no
other living person has done: He
has gone deeper into the heart of
reality – our reality and God’s. He has become far more than a
visible friend and companion; he has shown himself to be the very
centre of our life, the source of our loving energy in the world and
the source of our prayerful, trustful waiting on God. He has given
us the ability to silently and patiently trust God as a loving parent
who is actively at work in our lives so we can make a difference to
the world by living out His radical love.

In May, Christ’s Church celebrates Ascension Day. It was on this
day that the friends of Jesus had to face the fact that they are going
to have to get used to living in a world without Jesus – or at least,
living in a world without the Jesus they had known. They had come
through those frightening and exhilarating weeks after the
resurrection of Jesus, when – amazed and confused – they have
almost got used to the possibility of meeting Jesus in unexpected
places (on the Road to Emmaus) and places (on the shore of Lake
Galilee), now he is saying to them, ‘It’s going to be different. Don’t
expect to see me around in the old way.’ They must have felt deeply
disoriented, even fearful.

Rev

But as we read in John’s Gospel, Jesus had already said to them,
‘It’s better for you if I go away.’ What kind of sense does that
make, though? In what way can it be better for them and us to live
in a world without the visible signs of God’s love? If Jesus’ friends
are feeling worried at the thought of his going away, we too can
identify with that, because we live in a world where it so often looks
as if God has withdrawn and left us to it.

There is nothing wrong as Christians to acknowledge that there any
many harsh situations in the world, even apparently unhopeful –
because we should dare to say that we are willing to bring hope by
what we offer in terms of compassion, service and love. And our
ability, willingness and capacity to do this is due to Jesus ascending
to Heaven so that we can be given resurrection life and power that
only his Spirit can bring us. Without his Spirit we have no life and
so no hope to offer the world.

Due to our human nature we like to hang onto what we can see and
understand, because it makes us feel safe. The danger in this is that
if Jesus was simply ‘there’ like the furniture we have in our own
homes there’s a big risk that we can make him too familiar and so
we lose the possibility of being shocked and surprised by him. We
miss out on the great truth that he is within and beyond all things,
mysteriously holding everything together, because God is not there
to fill the gaps for us, or to solve the problems of the world for us on
our own terms. God isn’t a thing among other things; he can’t be
pinned down as if His presence was just a single object.

As friends of Jesus, Christians are called to offer themselves as signs
of God in the world – to live in such a way that the all powerful and
all-pervading energy of God comes through them to make a
difference. So to answer the question raised at the beginning ‘where
is God in the world?’ our answer must include to ask ourselves how
we can live, pray and act so as to bring the face of Jesus to life in our
faces, and to do this by repeatedly turning again and again to the
deep well of trust and prayer that the Spirit opens for us. In this we
will bring the light of Christ to a world in need and reveal that God
is alive and well in his world!

You see in going away Jesus promises that he will fill his friends
(that’s all who put their trust in him as God’s Son) with his Spirit. It
is his Spirit that, whatever we may be feeling from moment to
moment, reminds us that we’ve been given a relationship with Jesus
that doesn’t depend on being able to see him and speak with him in
the way his disciples could during his earthly life and immediately

With every blessing

St Mary’s, Redgrave

St
M a r y’ s
C h u rch
Rickinghall Inferior

A cleaning session will take place on Friday 2nd
May from 9.00 am to 11.00 am. All are welcome
to join the happy group who dust, sweep, polish or
even scrub. Coffee and eats are available. Please
come along and give your support.

The Church will be open for
visitors every Saturday from April
through to the end of September
from approximately 10 am til 5
pm.

The Church will be open on Saturday 3rd May
from 10 am to 12 noon. Refreshments available.

The Chapel of Ease, Botesdale

For further information or to help
call 01379 898696.

The Chapel is open to visitors each Saturday
from May to September from 10.00 am to 4.00
pm.

Redgrave Church Heritage Trust

When praying, don't give God instructions - just report for
duty.

Plan ahead -It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.
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RICKINGHALL
FARMERS MARKET &
CAR BOOT SALE

OPEN HOUSE AT
ALL SAINTS, REDGRAVE

9 am to 12.30 pm

Saturday 10th May

1st Tuesday of each month

Car Boot Sale to be held on the Rickinghall Playing Field.
Trading from 9 am until 12.30 pm. Set up from 8.00 am.
Pitch fee £5 per car, £8 for trade stalls.
NO FOOD, DRINK OR PLANTS MAY BE TRADED AT THE
CAR BOOT SALE.
For more details please call Monty Cornell on 01379 898 525.

Tuesday 6th May
10.00 am to 12 noon
Everybody welcome. Coffee & cakes provided

Buy your food from the people who produce it—for truly
local flavour — Farmers’ Market stalls expected :

Rickinghall Village Hall
7.30 pm

Eggs, Local Fresh Vegetables, Mushrooms, Cakes and
Bread, Meat Pies, Flour from Pakenham, Local Lamb, Pork,
Beef, Venison, Chicken, Honey (if ready), Preserves, Jams,
Chutneys, Suffolk
Cheeses, Home-made Cup Cakes,
Chocolates, Sweet Treats, Apples and Apple Juice, Freshly
Ground Coffee, Plants and Home Made Curries.

Thursday 8th May
RESOLUTIONS & AGM
Followed by ‘Pot Luck Supper’
New members and guests always welcome

RICKINGHALL PARISH
COUNCIL

“People say nothing is impossible, but I do nothing every
day.”
― A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh

SURGERY

LATEST COPY DATE BY 12 NOON FOR :
June
Friday 16th May
July
Friday 13th June
Divine Inspiration:
PCC Representative:
Ed
General Dogsbody:
email :
Cover by
Printed by

To be held at Rickinghall Farmers Market

on Saturday 10th May

Chris Norburn
01379 898685
Bill Cordeaux
01379 898286
Anonymous
Charles Greenhough
01379 890109
redgraveparishmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
Peter Harding
321 Printing, Ipswich
01473 210321

Residents of Rickinghall are invited to come along and speak to
their parish councillors about matters concerning the parish
Parish Councillors will be in attendance from
9 am to 12 noon

CRAFTY

Will contributors kindly e-mail copy to Charles, or deliver to The
Pightle, Water Lane, Rickinghall, Diss, IP22 1EL. Emails are
acknowledged within 48 hours. The Editor welcomes reports on
items of local interest. Please get writing!
Please feel free to deliver your copy before the cut off date if you
have it available. THE EARLIER IT IS RECEIVED, THE
MORE LIKELY IT IS TO BE INCLUDED. The magazine is sent
to the printer on Friday afternoon of the copy date.

Thursday 15th May
At 7.30 pm
At Parkview Chapel

We accept items for submission in any of the following formats :-)
MS Word, e mail, .jpg, .bmp, .pub, Basildon Bond, Back of
Envelope.
Our waiting list for prospective advertisers is oversubscribed.
have therefore closed the list until July 2014.

This is an opportunity for you to
spend time doing your favourite hobbies.
So bring them along and sit with friends
while you do them.

We

Notices from voluntary organisations within the Benefice are
printed free of charge. We try to help similar organisations from
outside the Benefice wishing to place a notice in our magazine; this
is subject to space being available and we also make a small charge.

Refreshments will be available.
For more information contact Kev at the
Chapel : Email : Kevin@parkviewchapel.co.uk
or phone 01379 898924.

Web site for this parish magazine:

www.stmarysrickinghallinferior.onesuffolk.net
OR Google ‘Redgrave Parish Magazine’

Give yourself time to create
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Cakes For All Occasions

Gail
Jacks on
C ate ring

by Sharon Castro
Bespoke hand-made wedding, birthday, anniversary and special occasion
cakes made to order. Choose from rich fruit cake, various flavours of
light sponge or the more unusual refrigerator cakes. Also gluten/wheat
free cakes can be supplied. I can copy any style of cake you may have seen or help you decide
on the right cake for your special occasion. Sugarcraft is my speciality and if you choose flowers
for your cake these are hand made to match your colour scheme. Fresh or silk/foam flowers can
also be used to decorate your cake.

Quality homemade food
for all occasions
large or small
For sample menu or
informal enquiry

I am based in Badwell Ash and deliver throughout East Anglia.

call Gail

Contact me now on 0800 024 8540 or email me on rcastro3jg@btinternet.com for an instant
quote or to make an appointment for a no-obligation wedding cake consultation.

01379 668 186
07503 181 136

See my website for more details and photographs of previous work at www.sharoncastro.co.uk

HIGHWAYS
Finningham Road
Rickinghall, Diss.
RARE BREED GLOUCESTERSHIRE OLD
SPOT PORK AND BACON
Traditionally reared outside on our
smallholding in Rickinghall
Large or small quantities available from the
farm gate or at Rickinghall farmers’ market
Farm Butchery now open : Mon - Fri : 9am - 3 pm
Saturday : 2 - 5 pm
phone/fax 01379 898357. Mob: 07887 668445

The Bell Inn
Rickinghall

Farm Shop

Your local village
Hotel, Restaurant & Bar
Bar
Open All Day Every Day
Breakfast Served Daily
7.30 am - 11.00 am

01379 898445

Home grown seasonal
fresh fruit, vegetables
& eggs etc.

Special Boards
changing weekly
with Senior Specials

Finest Local Food Served Daily
Mon-Sat 12 noon - 2.30 pm & 6.00 pm - 9.30 pm
Sunday Food Served All day 12 noon - 9.30 pm
Please see our Notice Board for forthcoming events
www.thebellrickinghall.com

Stowmarket Road
Rickinghall
Tel: 01379 898 219

CROSS KEYS, REDGRAVE

Open:
9 - 5.30
Monday - Saturday
9 - 1.00
Sunday

Redgrave Community Shop

IP22 1RW

01379 898510

Probably the smallest community shop in
Britain ... but surprisingly well stocked!

Golde
W edne n Years
sd

time an ays Lunch
d
2 Cours Evening
e
3 Cours s £6.50
es £8.0
0

www.redgraveshop.co.uk
01379 898848
The butcher, the baker, the farm shop, the dairy,
They all supply Redgrave Shop!
Please support us and our
local suppliers

Tuesday & Wednesday Evenings: Special deals
Full À la Carte & vegetarian menus
Don’t forget our traditional Sunday lunch!
Great food and rotational guest ales

Newspapers and general
Groceries
Orders taken

4

Opening Hours
Mon – Fri 8:30 – 1:00pm
3:30 – 6:00pm
Sat
8:30 – 1:00pm
Sun
9:00 - 11:00am

PROGRESSIVE WHIST DRIVE

RICKINGHALL
MODEL RAILWAY SHOW

TUESDAY 20th MAY

with

Redgrave Activities Centre
at 7.30 pm
Beginners Welcome

Diss & District Model Railway Society
Refreshments

Ring 898 619 for further details

HERITAGE CIRCLE
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/HeritageCircle

RICKINGHALL VILLAGE HALL

WEDNESDAY 28 MAY
At 7.30 pm

BISHOPS & BROTHELS
SATURDAY 3rd MAY

with Gary Egerton
New Members and Guests Welcome
Refreshments

RICKINGHALL VILLAGE HALL
10am – 4pm

Raffle

......................
Eleven layouts in popular scales

Redgrave Garden Club

Trade Support / Specialist Societies

SATURDAY 17th MAY

Admission £4, accompanied children £1

10 am to 1 pm.

Raffle with prizes from our traders and societies

SEEDLING SWAP / PLANT SALE

Refreshments available all day
Enquiries to 07930 188472
www.rickinghallvh.onesuffolk.net/events/

Outside Fox Cottage, The Street, Redgrave (opp Cross Keys)
Homemade cakes & refreshments

THURSDAY 29th MAY
The New Eye Theatre
presents two one-act plays
by John Gleeson on

Private visit to Fullers Mill Garden, West Stow
£6 per person. Depart Activities Centre 1.15 pm
Enquiries / information from : Chris Giddings on 01379 890548

SATURDAY 3rd MAY
at Botesdale Village Hall

www.redgrave.org.uk/redgrave-garden-club

“BODY & SOULMATES”
A comedy featuring Tim Hall and Jak Quartermaine
AND

“BUS PASS TO PETERBOROUGH”
A comedy/drama featuring Helen Fraser and Rob Johnson

Doors open 7 pm.

Performance starts 7.30 pm

Bar available
Tickets : £9.50 / Concessions £7.50 are available through
01379 870316.

Fresh Asparagus Daily

Newlywed Conversation
"Dear, don't expect the first few meals to be great.
It takes time to find the right restaurant."

Pine Tree Farm
Fen Street
Redgrave
Tel: 01379 898417

Events at Redgrave Fen are on Page 17
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COUNTRY BEAUTY

ELAINE BROWN

Professional Beauty Therapy
June Frost

Holistic Massage / Reflexology
Manicure / Pedicure
Spray Tanning / Sugaring
Facials / Facial Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting & Eyebrow Shaping

Dermalogica Facials
Jessica
Manicure & Pedicure
Electrolysis & Waxing
Aromatherapy
Indian Head Massage
Hopi Ear Candles
Eye-lash Tinting
Brow Shaping

GIFT VOUCHERS
for that special occasion
NEW Tel. 01359 230152
m. 07909 561321

The ancient Egyptian art of sugaring (similar to waxing) uses a
paste of natural ingredients to remove hair. The process has been
refined and modernised and it is a good alternative to waxing,
providing a long lasting finish.
Tel:
01379 788 904
Mob : 07 894 255 613

Experienced Reflexologist in Rickinghall
A good all round treatment which may help conditions
such as : hormonal problems, digestive problems, people living with cancer and long term debilitating
illnesses, breathing disorders, stress & anxiety,
pregnancy and many other ailments.

Foot care in the comfort of your own home
Sherralyn Blakely TCFCP dip
Foot care specialist

Lisa Howlett MBRA

Friendly and professional service

(Qualified 1999 Bayly School of Reflexology)

Nails cut
Hard skin removed
Callouses, corns, fungal nail, ingrown nails treated

Also offering Indian Head massage and Hopi Ear candle treatments,
Full client confidentiality assured

For more information and advice or to book an appointment
please call Lisa on
07989 565210 or 01379 898028

Call for more details : 0787 664 8667

Aisling Practice
I offer both a safe mobile service or a
comfortable room in my house for
counselling clients

www.botesdaledentalpractice.co.uk

We hope and trust that your visit to the practice will be pleasant and
relaxing.
We are a small private dental practice providing treatment in quiet, calm and
comfortable surroundings. This allows us to give you individual and
personal attention, plenty of time and an excellent service. We would like
to treat everyone as we would like to be treated ourselves.

There are always challenges in life : bereavements, loss, trauma, anxieties,
relationship issues, low self esteem, confidence issues, abuse. Sometimes one
needs time out, one needs to find peace within oneself, one can feel lost,
experience loneliness and need a safe place to explore our feelings. A time
for you. I will offer support, empathy, congruence throughout your journey.
Sample my evening tranquil setting with candles or during the daytime.

GENERAL DENTISTRY • CROWN / BRIDGE WORK • ROOT CANAL TREATMENT
DENTURES • TOOTH WHITENING • IMPLANT DENTISTRY
ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT • PARTIAL / FULL MOUTH REHABILITATION

Call Jill 01379 897055 or 07800 639141 MBACP, Dip, BA (HONS)
Counselling Studies. CRB checked.
Rates may be negotiated.

Call our friendly staff for an information pack 01379 897176
Traditional Chinese

Yoga with P

Acupuncture

Rickinghall Village Hall

Restores Your Health

Deborah Ellis
LicAc M.B.Ac.C

25 years experience
01379 651553
The Paddocks
The Green
Palgrave

Exciting Zumba Classes
at Rickinghall Village Hall
Tuesday & Sunday from 6—7 pm

Tuesdays at 9.30 am
All year, start any time
Other local classes too!

each class £6
A great way to have a fun workout
and enjoy exciting Latin sounds!

For more information
contact Pieternella
on 01379 890955

Facebook.com / jillmwzumba

Call Jill on 01379 897055 or
07800 639141 or just come along

pieternella.jarvie@gmail.com
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Yoga
at
Botesdale
Village Hall
Tuesdays 7.15 pm—9.15 pm
Term time only
Join any time!
All abilities welcome
£42 for each block of 6 weeks

For more information
please ring Julie on
01359 221655
or email
juliedyoga@msn.com

SPRING LUNCH
Friday 16 May

Present .................

at Rickinghall Village Hall
12.30 for 1.00 pm

AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE
by Henrik Ibsen

We welcome
Lady Xa Tollemach of Helmingham Hall
who will speak on
“A Garden Well Placed”

adapted by Arthur Miller

7th, 8th, 9th & 10th May
ROYDON VILLAGE HALL
Doors open at 7 pm for 7.30 pm start
Bar available

Bar and Bumper Draw

Tickets : please contact 07811140861
or www.mereplayers.com
also on the door subject to
availability on performance dates
If you like stories about whistle-blowers, Mere Players latest production is a
period piece with very modern relevancy. Spielberg used the same story
for his classic film Jaws, swapping the poison in the water for a shark and
there are echoes of Erin Brockovich’s tale of one person’s stand against the
might of an all powerful corporation.
Set in Norway in the 1880s, An Enemy of the People tells the story of a
small town prospering from newly built spa waters. When the local doctor
discovers that all may not be well with the waters he shares his findings
with the relevant authorities expecting to be hailed a hero. Instead he finds
himself isolated, vilified and standing alone against the town as an ‘enemy
of the people’.
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Josef
Weinberger Ltd.

Ticket price : £17.50. Tickets available through
Marion Wilby on 898818 or June Hart on
897180.
Lady Tollemache of Helmingham Hall is a well-known
garden/landscape designer and Chelsea Flower Show
judge.
She will speak on a designer’s harmony
between house and garden.

Following upon the last most successful

SANKEY EVENING

Rickinghall and Botesdale
Babies and Toddlers

Cake Stall
& Refreshments
& Nearly New Sale

Another will be held on

SATURDAY 10th MAY
At 7 pm at the
METHODIST CHURCH

Saturday 17th May
9 am to 12 Noon
At The Bell Inn

Fen Lane, Rickinghall
David Freeman will again be at the organ with his
inimitable style of humour to conduct us in a

You provide the items and we sell them for you! Clothes, toys
and equipment for bumps, babies and children up to 10 years
old.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE IN SONG

For a sellers pack please contact
Charlotte Devlin on 01379 890131
or 07962 999350

when the soloist, Jenny Francis, has been engaged to perform
There will be the usual supply of home made cakes, tea and chat to
follow.

Or rabbats99@yahoo.co.uk

A new banister rail has been added to the gallery to accommodate
the increased attendance.

http://rabbats.onesuffolk.net
www.facebook.com/groups/rabbats
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THE HOMECARE SERVICE
WHERE
PEACE OF MIND
COMES AS STANDARD

SINGER AVAILABLE FOR YOUR FUNCTION
LARGE OR SMALL
I can also visit your home
for parties and family
gatherings
20’s, 30’s, 40’s and
All Time favourites
Old Time Music Hall
(in full costume)
or a mixture of both

For more information
please call:
01473 381545
A service from
Prestige Nursing

Tel: Gill on 01449 781 375
www.gillnicholls.co.uk

Live in Care?
Or just need extra
help around the
house?
For yourself or
someone else?
Call 01379 641 250

www.prestige-nursing.co.uk/home

P J Music

Are you looking for

Wayside Cottage, Chapel Lane,
Botesdale, Diss, Norfolk,

Sunrise Healthcare

Photographer and Photographic
Restoration Service

Music Books, Instruments and Accessories

Old & faded photographs restored
Scratches & rips repaired ~ Stains removed
Montages ~ Special effects ~ Colour restoration
Enlargements (up to A3) ~Reduction (to locket size)
All photographs reprinted on the
very highest quality photo paper
Reproductions can be done from prints, negatives, slides,
glass plates and digital images
Home collection / delivery in local area

Recorders, Guitars, Ukuleles, Music Stands, Violins,
Tuners, Strings, Tutor Books, Easy Tune Books,

Country Dance Books, Amplifiers, Leads, Plectrums.

Guitar Lessons Beginners to Advanced
E-mail - pjmusic@btinternet.com

Contact: Sheila on 01379 890297
or Justin on 07799 260474

01379 890088 – 07968 687011

P R E S S E D - T O - G O
FAMILY RUN IRONING
& DRY CLEANING SERVICE
BASED IN ROYDON
ESTABLISHED 9 YEARS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Have you a problem with•Rats, Mice, Moles, Wasps or
Rabbits?
•All typical pests controlled
•For ALL your domestic / commercial
pest control
-Garden maintenance
•No obligation - free survey /quotes
Please call: 01379 788 865,
07809 226109 or 07518 731106

www.safeandsoundhygiene
andpestcontrol.co.uk

PHONE KAREN FOR DETAILS 01379 652767
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Control, eradication & advice
Mice
Rats
Moles
Rabbits

Insects including :
Ants
Wasps
Hornets

For a friendly, professional and
prompt service call : Mark Cotton
Mob: 07806 875 985
Tel: 01379 852 950
Out of hours service Fully insured
norfolkpestcontrolservices.co.uk

Friends of St Boltoph’s
School

REDGRAVE PARK
IN THE 19th & 20th
CENTURIES

SATURDAY
17th MAY
9 am to 12 noon
The Friends of St Bololph’s are holding another
garage sale in Botesdale and Rickinghall. This
is a great opportunity to have a clear out and
raise some money for you and the School, or to
support the event and pick up some bargains.
The School will be open on the morning of
Saturday 17th May from 9 am to sell maps of
where stalls can be found, and refreshments.
There will also be a Car Wash.

An illustrated talk by Tim Holt-Wilson
Wednesday 21st May 2014
All Saints, Redgrave at 7.30 pm

If you would like to have a stall either at the
School (£5) or at your home (£5) please call
0771 415 4040 or email
janebromley2@gmail.com
by 12th May latest to register. Fee payable in
advance.

Entry by ticket : £6.00 incl refreshments
Tickets available from Rickinghall Post Office /
Redgrave Community Shop or ring 01379 898426.
In aid of Parish Funds

Redgrave Church Heritage Trust invite you to their:

Alternatively, come along and buy a map on the
morning of the 17th May. The Friends of St
Botolph’s look forward to seeing you there!

SPRING HISTORY WORKSHOP

RICKINGHALL VILLAGE
OPEN GARDENS

"VAN DYCK IN ENGLAND"
Tutor : Jean Smith
at St Mary's Church, Redgrave
on Saturday May 24th from 10.30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Admission: £15 (including light lunch)

SUNDAY 18th MAY
A selection of gardens, large and small
all within walking distance of St Mary’s Church,
Rickinghall Inferior (which will be open to the
public for this event)

Jean Smith makes a welcome return to Redgrave, following
her earlier successful history days on "Victorian Art" and
"East Anglian Textiles". This Spring Workshop is of
particular interest, given the current efforts by the National
Portrait Gallery to save van Dyck's self-portrait for the
nation. Jean trained at Hastings School of Art before
teaching Art History and the History of Costume at Norwich
City College for 30 years.

Open 11 am to 5 pm
Car parking and map at Rickinghall Village Hall
Entrance : Adult £5.00 / Children free of charge
Light refreshments available
There is a play area available at the Village Hall
If you would like to open your garden for this event please
contact Ann Topham on 01359 253 614.

To book a place: contact Mrs J. Shepherd, c/o Red House, The
Street, Redgrave, Diss, IP22 1RY or ring 01379 898450 or
898726; or send cheque to above address with stamped addressed
envelope. Cheques made out to Redgrave Heritage Trust.
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I have been established
nearly 20 years and
offer a thorough window
cleaning service for
households. Give me a
try and see the results get your windows
pristine clean.
Call Nigel on
07775 858 052

Tu r re l l
•
•
•
•

Carpet & Upholstery
Window Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Fire & Flood Damage

Tel & Fax: 01379 687751
Mob: 07801 398247
martinturrellcleaning@aol.com

S ER V I C E S

www.turrellcleaningservices.co.uk

Need a hand? - Here I am!
Do you ever think ‘If only I had help with…’
• Domestic Cleaning
• General tidying
- weekly, fortnightly, monthly,
Parties/Barbeques

 Hurt or injured?
 Maximum compensation, minimum fuss
 Members of Law Society
Specialist Personal Injury Panel

Flexib
le
Refer hours
ences
availa
ble

• Visitors coming — all those extra jobs

Chancery House, Victoria Road,
Diss, Norfolk, IP2 2 4HZ

• Moving house — packing or unpacking

T: 01379 644311
www.comercrawley.co.uk

Then why not telephone me on 07720 841 271
to see what I can do for you.

Upstairs
Downstairs
A PREMIER CLEANING SERVICE
Regular Housework
One-off / Spring Cleans
Trained uniformed staff
Service tailored to personal requirements
• Safe, secure and insured

•

•
•

•

Telephone : Gigi WadhamWadham-Smith
On 07580314010
Rookery Barn, Rookery Lane, Walsham-le-Willows, IP31 3BD
Head Office : 01672 541177

CLAIRE BISSET
ACCOUNTANCY AND BOOKKEEPING
Year end accounts
Bookkeeping
Tax returns
VAT returns
Management accounts
Budgeting
And more….

www.clairebisset.com
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Call Claire on
01449 781185 or
07710 514925
for a free initial
discussion

contact@clairebisset.com

HERITAGE CIRCLE

Rickinghall & District Day Centre
We are looking for new members
If you, or someone you know, would enjoy good
company, a two-course lunch with a monthly
raffle, quiz, bingo and exercise session,
plus much more :
then contact Sheila Miles on 01379 783216
or
Caroline Panter on 01379 890994
We meet every Wednesday at
Rickinghall Village Hall
Between 10 am and 2 pm.
If you live in the surrounding area transport
Can be provided.

Royal British Legion - Women’s
Section
Sixteen members attended the March meeting
when the speaker was a local man, David
Hill, who gave a fascinating account of his
army career.
The following week the Botesdale Branch hosted the April Group
Meeting. The speaker for this meeting was Edna Buggey who
spoke on the history of tea. The meeting concluded with a cream
tea, mystery parcels and a raffle.
Margaret Brown

Redgrave Ladies Club
When I asked Jean Sheehan to come along to
Redgrave Ladies Club to talk about the history of
Redgrave, little did I realise what a treat we were
going to have.
Jean, ably assisted by Di Maywort and Sarah Doig, brought along
vast amounts of photos and information covering all aspects of past
village life. Jean then gave an historic tour of the village, giving us
a detailed history of many of the old houses, especially those now
owned by members of the club. It was amazing to hear about the
wide variety of shops which were once in the village and it was
lovely to hear her own reminiscences from when she owned
Waveney Stores, now a house at the bottom end of The Street.
After the talk members and guests were then able to study the many
displays, with Jean on hand answer any questions. The amount of
work that had gone into the evening was remarkable as is Jean's
breadth of knowledge.
A second book about Redgrave has now been published and is
available at Redgrave Community Shop.
Kay Mitchell

Advertising is ‘history around us and today’s
history in the making.’ This was the view of Stuart
Bowell as he explored the History of Advertising at
the March meeting of the Heritage Circle at
Rickinghall Village Hall. He thinks that advertising
is a mirror of the time as it reflects and moulds
taste. Adverts from the past can now be quite
controversial in their content but they do show the attitudes of people at the
time they were produced.
Investigating advertising can provide an interesting insight into the past.
Stuart Bowell called it ‘a barometer of public taste.’ Old adverts often
mention items that are no longer available, such as Virol which was a malt
extract for ‘delicate children’ and ‘anaemic girls.’ He explained that adverts
have tended to be linked to trade. The earliest were simple signs which
showed the types of goods available but advertising expanded in the late
18th Century because of the influence of the Industrial Revolution.
Manufacturers had surplus goods to sell. Larger communities in the
expanding towns and cities absorbed some of these articles but
improvements in transport through turnpike roads, canals and especially
the railways led to the creation of national and international markets.
Advertising spread in scale with these new opportunities.
Stuart Bowell outlined the different types of advertisements during the 19th
Century. Newspaper adverts became more common and the front page of
many were occupied by adverts. Paper and painted posters were
commonplace. Trade directories and railway directories, like Bradshaw’s,
also offered openings for advertisers. By the 1870s increasing literacy and
cheap transport led to adverts being placed on buses and trains to take
advantage of the captive audience. Even the stairs of buses and train
stations had adverts on the risers to bombard the senses of travellers.
However, enamelled signs are the most enduring adverts. Some still hang
on walls in their original setting and many have been preserved in
museums. These signs were often put up in strategic places like
crossroads or corners. A tablet man would hire a place for a number of
years. For example, Stephens ink would be advertised outside stationery
shops.
Some advertisers made outrageous claims which would not be permitted
today. Pears soap was ‘matchless for the complexion’ and often used
angelic looking children in its posters. Fry’s cocoa offered ‘no better food.’
Swan soap was ‘absolutely pure.’ Questionable combinations were
suggested in some adverts. Oxo was ‘excellent in milk for children!’
The Victorian value of thrift could underlie the message of adverts. Nectar
was ‘the most economical tea.’ Brooke Bond tea offered stamps on the
packets which could be collected and exchanged for cash. Similarly,
Bryant and May patriotically urged support for ‘home industries’ but said
little about the appalling conditions of its workers.
The 20th Century saw the invention of new media for advertisers to use.
Products like Ovaltine were advertised on Radio Luxemburg and used
catchy songs to spread their message. Cinema programmes had adverts
presented by Pearl and Dean. Commercial television began in September
1955 with Gibbs toothpaste as the first advert. Celebrities were used to
project an image. For example, Denis Compton the England cricketer and
footballer advertised Brylcreem. The power of these adverts was shown by
the Heritage Circle audience being able to remember messages from the
1960s and 1970s. ‘Esso gives you’ …. ‘happy motoring.’ ‘Go to work’ ….
‘on an egg.’ ‘You’re never alone’ …. ‘with a Strand.’
Stuart Bowell also used a number of pictures of adverts to illustrate a
fascinating and, at times, nostalgic talk which captured the imagination of
his audience, evoking fond memories.
Further information about the Heritage Circle is available on its website,
www.heritagecircle.onesuffolk.net
Gerry Gurhy

What's the definition of an accountant?
Someone who solves a problem you didn't know you had in a way you don't understand.
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HILLTOP

DIRTY OVEN??

Hardware & Pet Food Store

DOMESTIC OVEN CLEANING
By the UK’s leading oven cleaning company

01379 898139
PET FOODS - cat, dog, hamster, rabbit,
guinea pig, & much more
WILD BIRD FOOD, seeds & mixes
CHICKEN FOOD
HARDWARE ~ COOKWARE ~ DIY
IRONMONGERY
~
GARDENING
ELECTRICAL ~ PAINTS
COAL ~ WOOL - King Cole DK

THE STREET
BOTESDALE
DISS
NORFOLK
IP22 1BX

OVER 500,000 cleans
NON caustic, fresh solution every time.
Hobs, Extractors and Microwaves
Aga’s and Ranges

OPENING TIMES

PHONE JOHN DYER on 01359 259818
or 07835 256967
www.ovenclean.com

MON-FRI 9.00-4.00
SAT 9.00 - 1.00

Your local Hardware and Gardening Store
Great Spring Offers including compost,
Growbags, and electric and petrol lawnmowers

bark,

YOUR LOCAL DOMESTIC OVEN CLEANING SERVICE

Open 7 days a week

ECO-FRIENDLY – NO MESS – NO FUMES

Hepworth Road, Stanton, IP31 2AP
Tel. 01359 250268
www.trippbattstore.com

FREE SILICON OVEN LINER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

CALL JON ON 07817 212509

The garden room

House Name Plaques
& Weathervanes

www.the-gardenroom.co.uk
Chic Vintage & Contemporary
Danish & French Shabby Chic items
for the Home and Garden
Buy online or at our Suffolk Retail Shop
Did you know we are also an ebay power
seller? Please visit our ebay store ...
www.stores.ebay.co.uk/The-Garden-Room-1

Designs moulded in relief and cast in aluminium
Range of traditional designs available
Individual commissions taken
Brochure available

The Garden Room
110 High Street
Needham Market, Suffolk, IP6 8DW
01449 723412 / 01379 898646

Tel : 01379 651148
Email : johntacey@btinternet.com

Patrick Stone — Wrought Iron Specialist
Individual Handcraft Wrought Ironwork
No 2 Falcons Hall Cottage
Rickinghall, Diss,
Norfolk IP22 1LP
Tel / Fax: 01379 897256
Mobile: 07771 536 251
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Clerk, Leeann Jackson-Eve
We had a busy agenda for the April meeting and attendance was
good with apologies from Brendon Burgess and Eric Hathaway.
You’re probably tired of hearing this but we still have a vacancy!
Meetings are only once a month with a break (usually) in August
and very little, if anything, is required outside of the meetings. Only
the time and effort you can afford! Please get in touch if you are
interested in all the little things, and not so little, that go into making
Botesdale a pleasant place to live.
The Chairman reported on the proposed No Cold Calling Zone at
The Fairstead, for which residents had drawn up a petition. This has
not been confirmed and it isn’t certain at this time whether The
Fairstead meets the requirements. For instance, there must already
be evidence of doorstep crime in the proposed area. For more
information on the scheme, see http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
emergency-and-safety/community-safety/suffolk-trading-standards/
no-cold-calling-zones/
New Legislation – A lot of new legislation applying to local
councils has come through in the past few years, a lot of it thanks to
the Localism Bill, and the PC does its best to keep on top of it with
the help of the Suffolk Association of Local Councils. Two recent
changes may affect the PC – the repeal of legislation requiring two
signatures to make payments, by cheque in the PC’s case, and a
proposal not to require external audit for local councils with
expenditure of less than £25,000. For now, the PC is keeping its
current payment system as it is simple and transparent and cheques
aren’t likely to be abolished in the near future. We are unlikely to
have a choice about the second change but it isn’t clear at this point
what the alternative(s) will be. The current audit system has the
benefit of openness, is good value for money and the PC welcomes
the level of assurance it provides.

Planning: The PC looked at two planning items at The Pantiles, The
Street for the addition of a cart lodge and at Botesdale Lodge, Mill
Road for the demolition of an existing outbuilding and the erection
of a replacement with a cart lodge and annex accommodation. The
latter was within the curtilage of the Listed building (Botesdale
Lodge). There were no objections to either application.
Village Signs: The PC discussed the issue of untidy entrances to the
village due to advertisements at the A140 roadside and elsewhere.
Councillors do not object to businesses advertising their presence in
the village and the signs are only temporary. However, it starts
looking very messy when organisations or businesses don’t remove
them after events or let ongoing advertisements become tatty. It was
suggested that the PC provide something more permanent and this is
being looked into but in the meantime, if you have old signs up near
the bypass please make sure they are still doing their job or remove
them.
Benches: The PC noted the excellent work Tim Gaddis did
refurbishing the benches in Rickinghall and has agreed to do the
same in Botesdale.
Play Area: We will be getting quotes over the next few weeks for
replacing the entrance gate at the play area. If you are a local builder
or fencing specialist who would like to quote for this, please give the
Clerk a call!

The Botesdale
Annual Parish Council Meeting
will take place on

MONDAY 12 MAY
at 7.30 pm

Crime Prevention Measures – There is a property marking event
coming up in mid-May, held by the Safer Neighbourhood Team.
The police will UV mark any property, including bikes, which the
public bring along to the event. The proposed date is 18th May so
keep an eye out for the advertisements confirming this.

at Botesdale Village Hall
All residents welcome

Home Swap! – The BBC is currently casting for a BBC1 travel/
property programme and would like to feature people from parishes
across Suffolk. If you live in an interesting home and would be
happy to try a home swap short break over a weekend in the next
few months, contact Kieren.mccarthy@bbc.co.uk

www.botesdale.suffolk.gov.uk
Your Clerk is: Mrs Leeann Jackson-Eve,
Wayside Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane,
Botesdale, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 1DL.

New way to pay the District Council – There is a new number to
call to make payments over the phone: 0845 372 4122 (24 hours a
day / 7 days a week). You can use a credit or debit card (though a
charge may apply for credit card payments). Other payment methods
still include online banking (CHAPS and BACS); standing orders;
cheques or postal orders; or via the website. If you make direct
payments, the bank details have changed so please check these
before you pay!

Tel : 01379 890 141
Email : botesdale_pc@btopenworld.com
Please contact her during OFFICE HOURS ONLY.

BARWOOD

Botesdale & Rickinghall Community Woodlands

If you haven’t yet been to visit our sites, do go.
There will be a good opportunity to see the Rickinghall sites when the gardens are open on 18th May. We reckon we have
planted 200 trees in Northfield Wood, next to the allotments; the last one to go in was a black mulberry, a gift from John
Preston, tree warden of Redgrave. Some of them are still tiny, but others are beginning to look like trees, especially the ring of fruit trees part
way down the path.
Low Meadow isn’t far away and it’s also looking good just now. Some cowslips have appeared that weren’t there before, and soon the usual
flowers will show their heads.
The lovely blossom in Miller’s Orchard, Mill Road, Botesdale, is over now but it’s still a pleasant place to walk and look for woodland
flowers.
Rosemary Jones
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PICTURE FRAMING
BY CAROLA SETTLE
Quality mounting & framing of prints,
photographs, paintings, embroideries etc.,
at competitive prices.
Friendly advice & professional service.
Stanwell House, High Street, Gislingham,
Eye, Suffolk. IP23 8JE
Tel: 01379 783 415

Restoration of
Fine Antique Furniture
Restoration or conservation is carried out sympathetically
using traditional materials wherever possible.
Gilding
Veneering
French polishing
Leather Desk Inserts & many other restoration processes
Local collection service

Please contact Roger Castro on 01359 259643

DOROTHY SINFIELD
UPHOLSTERY
Vine House, Church Hill, Hoxne,
Eye, Suffolk. IP225AT.

THAT CHAIR , SETTEE ,
CU RTAINS / BLINDS,
CUSHIONS ANY TYPE OF SOFT
FURNISHINGS /
UPHOLSTERY
FORPERSONAL ATTENTION
CALL 01379 668 545

Essential Interiors
Bespoke Curtains and Blinds
Free design consultation in your home
A complete made-to-measure and installation service
A comprehensive range of fabrics,
trimmings, poles and accessories
Upholstery, Pelmets & Soft Furnishings
Wooden Venetian Blinds & Velux/roller/vertical blinds
Please contact Kate Bowden
On 01379 897252 kate.bowden@essential-interiors.co.uk
www.essential-interiors.co.uk
Orchard House, Bells Lane, Hinderclay, Norfolk, IP22 1HW
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Redgrave Correspondent
A relatively large number of residents attended the April meeting
with the intention of discussing the lack of progress with The
Churches Conservation Trust (CCT) in implementing the project to
utilise the £140,000 bequest of Albert Driver intended to increase
the peal of St Mary's bells and safeguard the church tower. The
chairman therefore took this agenda item out of order at the start of
the meeting while both the County and District councillors were
present.

one would be on June 5th. The Community Awards evening had
been a great success with Jenny Eason from Redgrave being one of
only 20 recipients.

Members of the Redgrave Church Heritage Trust (RCHT) and the
bell ringers outlined the recent history, especially delays incurred
since receipt of listed building consent for the project. The terms of
Albert’s bequest were intended to extend and protect the future of
the bells and the bell tower at St Mary's which he had rung for so
many years. He apparently also intended the bequest to avoid the
problems with hearing the bells encountered recently by
Fressingfield. There followed a lengthy discussion over the lack of
respect shown by the CCT to the wishes of Albert Driver, and who,
at a high level, might be approached to bring some common sense to
the issue.

The planning application for 9 windows in Poppy Cottage was
discussed but the only comment was that all 9 needed to be the same
make and style.

The Parish Council considered that the impact of CCT's continued
delay to a project intended to protect the amenity of St Mary's for
Redgrave Parish and the surrounding area necessitated some
involvement in addition to RCHT. With a view to avoid further
delay, and it's effect on the value of Albert Driver's bequest, the
Parish Council agreed that the clerk should invite Lloyd Grossman,
the chairman of CCT to attend the Parish Meeting on 14 May 2014
(or a mutually convenient alternative date) to explain the reasons for
the Trust's current refusal to implement the proposal approved by the
authorities and the continuing delay .

The Old School playing field was overrun by moles and until the
mole hills are levelled the topper could not be used to cut the grass.

Our County Councillor, Jessica Fleming, reminded all that
comments were needed on the road programme and the Suffolk
housing needs survey was open until 23 April. There were now
opportunities for young people in farming and engineering. Ian
Baird remarked that the time for parish councillors to respond
seemed to be getting less and less. Jackie Moss enquired whether
Suffolk would contribute half the cost of fixed flashing speed
indicators as had already been offered by Norfolk to their villages.

There had been one recorded crime in Redgrave in the last month but
details were withheld.
Speedwatch continues at twice per week, weather permitting, and
more volunteers are welcome.

Neither John Giddings nor Jim Mccluskey would be able to attend
the Gressingham Foods meeting and would convey any comments
from the village in writing.
John Canning’s letter about the war memorial service options was
discussed but it was felt that John had our full support to decide as
he knew his peoples wishes better. He would have financial support
at the amount we had already agreed .

THE REDGRAVE ANNUAL PARISH
MEEETING
WILL TAKE PLACE AT
THE ACTIVITIES CENTRE ON
WEDNESDAY 14 MAY
AT 7.00 pm
There will be rolling presentations, videos and models on the
bell project and other village activities. There will be reports
from all the village organisations displayed on A3 size.

THE MAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
WILL FOLLOW ON.

District Councillor Sara Michell explained that the cost of parish
council elections was fixed at £2 per elector and if the election were
on the same day as any other election then the PC cost would be
halved. Parish Liaison meetings had been reinstated and the next

“In Your Garden”

All Parishioners are cordially invited to attend
www.redgrave.org.uk

with Ian Shilling of Tripp Batt Country Store of Stanton

May is an exciting time of year for gardeners, and with winter behind us, summer colour comes to mind and that means annual bedding and container
plants. Nurseries and garden centres are packed full of these, but look for young but strong and healthy plants which won’t necessarily be full of flower at
the time. If there is an inkling of a late frost then be prepared to cover any which are outdoors, as bedding annuals are not frost hardy. Likewise, emerging
potatoes will need earthing up.
May is also the time to sow next winter’s greens, plus French and runner beans, sweetcorn and salad crops for the summer. Later in the month Strawberry
patches can be tidied ready for fruiting; lay straw or polythene down to keep the fruit clean. Hardy annuals and many herbs can be sown now as well,
(window propagators are good for this) and it’s a good time to sow grass seed providing the soil is reasonably moist.
Spring bulbs will be fading soon, but resist temptation to cut them down until they have gone brown, otherwise they won’t gain the energy to produce
flowers next year. Shrubs and roses will really pay you back for a feed at this time of year. Pelleted Poultry Manure, Growmore or fish blood, and bone, can
all do the trick.
As annual weeds pop up, use a hoe to chop them at ground level. Doing this little and often will save hand pulling later. Insect pests and fungal attacks
often start in May but often don’t get noticed until leaves start to suffer in June. So keep an eye out now and treat upon seeing any problems, and this will
save on pesticide or fungicide use later on. Feeding, as mentioned above, will improve a plants’ resistance to pests and disease.
Back to bedding plants, and you be making up hanging baskets and containers soon. Reduce future watering and feeding requirements by including waterretaining gel and slow-release plant food to your compost.
Happy Gardening!
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Andy Wishart

Chimney Sweep
•
•
•
•
•

N.A.C.S. Member*
H.E.T.A.S. Approved
Insurance Certificates (BS 6461)
Brush & Vacuum
All Domestic Chimneys & Boilers cleaned

Diss (01379) 643181
*National Association of Chimney Sweeps

EYE FLOORING
Making Luxury Affordable www.eyeflooring.co.uk
Domestic & Contract Flooring Specialists
*Carpets *Vinyls *Safety Flooring
*Carpet Cleaning
The Old Theatre, Broad Street, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7AF

01379 870190 / 07850 573366

STOVES &
FLUE INSTALLATIONS
•
•
•

Twin Wall chimney systems
Flexible Flue Liners
Stoves supplied

Telephone 01284 754544
Mobile : 07974 148170
Email :
paul@stovesandflueinstallations.co.uk
www.stovesandflueinstallations.co.uk
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School
Snippets
Advertise here. Suggested donation of £2 per insert per
month.
Tel : 01379 890109
For sale : ‘Babies R Us’ Highgate beech wooden cotbed with
protectors on side bars. 3 height positions. Mattress with
waterproof cover. Cot height : 37” / 94 cm. Mattress size : length
54” / 137 cm, width 27½” / 70 cm.
OIRO £50. Ring 01379 890109.
For sale : TV stand, silver grey.
Smoked glass doors, two shelves.
Height 18”. Max width 28”.
Max depth 19”.
£7.00.
Ring 01379 890109.

The Spring term has been a busy one with lots going on. The
school has seen encouraging improvements in the quality of its
teaching and learning and this is something that as a team we will
need to keep on top of the agenda so that we continue to improve
and see greater progress for our children.
This term the children have been actively involved in raising money
for Sport Relief. We had a non-uniform day when all of the
children and staff were asked to wear something sporty. St Bots
continues to build and encourage involvement in physical activity.
We have recently sent a team to the pyramid swimming gala and
have had our school hockey team finish 4th at county level. In the
summer term we are aiming to host a St Bots family health event
when children and parents will be able to take part in physical
activity together.
Since my arrival I have been eager to maintain the school’s
commitment to the arts and music but strengthen our involvement in
sport and physical activity. We have increased participation levels
in school sport and competition and have so far had a very
successful season. Our rugby team will be off to compete at county
level for the second year running in the summer term.
The whole school has also been involved in the national Sing Up
Day. Each class learnt their own song and then performed it in front
of the rest of the school in an assembly. Music and the arts have a
high profile at St Botolph’s and we feel that it is vital that our
children have a complete education with frequent and high quality
opportunities to express themselves in a variety of ways. The core
skills of reading, writing and maths are vital. However we also
believe that the opportunities for children to experience a broad and
creative curriculum is equally as important. I am always delighted
by the effort and enjoyment I see when the children are involved in
artistic, musical and physical activities.

REDGRAVE &
LOPHAM FEN

Our school term finished with our Easter assembly and once again
parents and carers were invited into school to share in this. The
spring term has been very busy, enjoyable and productive. I hope
you all had a restful and enjoyable Easter.

Enquiries or to book : 01379 688333

Mr M. Cobbold, Headteacher.
Saturday 3rd May, 10.30 am to 1 pm
Guided Fen Walk
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Fen with enthusiast and naturalist
John Hill.
Charge : £3. Meet at the Education Centre. No booking required.
Tuesday 27th May, 2 pm to 4 pm
Flower Power!
Family afternoon
Flower spotting, folklore and a flower butterfly feeder to make
Charge : £2.50 per person. Booking essential
WILDLIFE WATCH GROUP at Redgrave Fen
10.30 am to 12.30 pm
Saturday 10th May
Wild flower identification & butterflies
A club for 6-12 year olds. Nominal charge of £1.00 to
cover costs and refreshments.
Tel : Mike Wraight on 01379 644 508 for further information.

For more information on the events go to :
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/reserves-and-visitor-centres/
redgrave-lopham-fen/

Is there anyone out there...
...who is willing to be part of a
new production team for this
magazine. We have a possible
volunteer to take charge of
editorial. However he would need
the support of someone to manage
the advertising, which includes
liaising with prospective advertisers and handling
renewals. Because we have a waiting list of
advertisers, there is no selling involved. We have
got a volunteer who will handle the graphic design.
Interested and would like to know more? Please
speak to Charles on 01379 890109.
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♦ Let us quote you to supply top quality furniture at very
competitive prices. Over 150 doors and door finishes on
probably the best carcasses manufactured in the UK.

♦ Most popular brands of appliances supplied at discount prices.
♦ We also supply water softeners and block salt.
♦ For a fast and efficient service please ring Ivan Baker.

Also:

PVC FASCIAS, BARGEBOARDS & GUTTERING
UPVC DOORS IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS
FENSA REGISTERED
INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
For a free quotation please ring:

01359 251312

ABC Electricity
For all your electrical requirements
Free quotation and advice
No job too small
Part P Accredited
ELECSA approved

Call Christie on

01953 860957
07979 508 408
or e-mail
abc_electricity@hotmail.com

S.C.G.
ELECTRICAL
Beautiful Flowers
for all occasions
Local & National Delivery
Open : Monday - Saturday

A B S

Chilvers, Market Place
Botesdale

Home Improvements

01379 897245
www.attheflowerhut.co.uk

18

ALL TYPES OF
ELECTRICAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
SECURITY LIGHTING

01379 741311 or
07792 767869

The Rickinghalls Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 3 April 2014
The Parish Council Chairman, Councillor Stephen Pattenden, welcomed
residents and guests. An apology for absence was received from PCSO
David Faulkner.
After confirming and signing the Minutes of the 2013 Annual Parish
meeting, the Chairman gave a brief resume of the work of the parish council
over the past year. The parish council, whilst the lowest tier in the chain, is
the conduit through which residents can speak about matters which concern
them and if necessary these can be passed on by the council up the chain
to district, county and even our MP. Funding for the parish council comes
from the Precept (a percentage of the council tax which is levied on each
property in the two parishes) and grants. The Precept covers the work of the
council, such as grants to local organisations, the Clerk’s salary and
expenses, payments to the district council for street sweeping, grass cutting
along some of the footpaths, emptying of dog litter bins, expenses
associated with the annual litter pick, parish council owned street lighting
and training for councillors. The parish council also deals with planning
issues and the Chairman reported that there have not been any contentious
planning applications this year. The parish council does examine
applications thoroughly to make sure they are right for the village
environment. Parking and double yellow lines are an issue - it is hoped that
the problem of the double yellow lines at the Co-op entrance will soon be
resolved and drivers are still parking too near junctions. The Chairman
advised that there were now two vacancies on the parish council and
expressed the council’s regret that they had lost a good councillor in John
Clarke who passed away recently. John was a very enthusiastic and
dedicated councillor, and initiated the monthly Surgery at the Rickinghall
Farmers Market, which is another opportunity for residents to speak with a
parish councillor about their concerns etc. If you are interested in helping to
look after your village please become a parish councillor. What about the
future? Renewable energy schemes with benefits for the village are a
possibility to explore as is the production of a parish or neighbourhood plan.
Rickinghall and Botesdale are regarded as a key service centre and the
villages should be working towards a plan, agreed by the relevant
authorities, on how the village should progress. The Chairman ended by
saying this would be his last Annual Parish Meeting as chairman as he
would be standing down as Chairman at the Annual Parish Council Meeting
in May as he felt it was time for another councillor to take on the mantle,
and he thanked District and County Councillors Sara Michell and Jessica
Fleming for their support of the parish council and the Clerk and parish
councillors for their work over the past year. The parish council clerk then
gave her report on the finances, which were in a healthy state.
Our County and District Councillors then gave their reports. Jessica Fleming
advised that re-tendering for bus services takes place this summer and she
would welcome feedback from users about the services so that these can
be passed on. If the relevant department does not get any feedback they
assume everyone is happy! Sara Michell re-iterated that if any resident has
received a Housing Needs Survey please fill it in and send it back.
Peter Beck, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, gave a resume of his
submitted report and said he was delighted that crime in the community
was, thankfully, very low.
Reports have been received from the following organisations: PCSO David
Faulkner for the Mid Suffolk North Team, the Parochial Church Council on
the churchyard, Rickinghall Relief in Need Trust Fund, the Local History
Recorder, Rickinghall Village Hall Management Committee, Mill Lane
Allotments Association, the Oil Syndicate, the Heritage Circle, the Twinning
Association, Barwoods, Rickinghall and Botesdale Good neighbour Scheme
- Community Transport. Full reports, together with those from our District
and County Councillors and Peter Beck will be in the forthcoming
Rickinghall News which comes out shortly.

Under any other business, one resident raised several matters which were
noted, including congratulating the parish council on successfully pushing
for the removal of the container on the layby near Snape Hill on the A143.
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for
coming and closed the meeting at 7.50 pm.
Staff Correspondent
***********************
The April Parish Council meeting followed the Annual Parish Meeting, at
which the usual business was conducted and which was otherwise notable
for its lack of attending public. At the APM, the Chairman announced his
intention to resign his office in May and did not commit to continuing on the
Council, which at the moment has two vacancies.
Apologies were given for Stephen Pattenden and Eric Longley. There are
still two vacancies on the Council.
The Public Forum - Terry Brown of Tank Change put in an appeal to
support his application to change the use of his farm buildings to his current
business. Councillors Jessica Fleming and Sara Michell both urged people
to fill in a short questionnaire that was being distributed randomly across the
District to discover what housing needs there are currently and might be in
the future.
Cllr Michell also mentioned the Community Achievement
Awards ceremony which she and Cllr Jones attended, at which Sheila Miles
received an award for her sterling work in setting up, and running for 24
years, the Wednesday Day Centre in the village. The evening had been
well organised and supported by the East Anglian Co-operative Society, a
fitting appreciation of voluntary service. PC Sandra Wiggin, who is new to
our area, attended and gave the annual report on behalf of the Police
service, which was very favourable. She mentioned that in mid-May there
would be a crime prevention weekend and that people could have their
property marked for security on 18th May, see notice boards for details.
She also reminded us that, for non-emergencies, 101 is now the telephone
number to call or text.
Planning - There were two items of planning: A change of use of redundant
agricultural building and land B1(c) to domestic storage and garaging at
Upper Church Farm, Finningham Road, and demolition of a conservatory
and erection of a single storey side extension to Porters House Farm, West
Hall Road. There were no objections to either application.
General Items - There was no further information on the proposed
extension of the double yellow lines outside the Co-op. There was some
discussion about the siting of the bottle banks at Snape Hill; it attracts fly
tippers and also deters law-abiding residents from taking their bottles there
as some find its isolation intimidating.
The date for a litter pick on 26th April would be advertised on notice boards.
The Council would like to see the signage tidied up on the approach to the
village, particularly the removal of old signs/banners.
Tim Gaddis has placed the new bench outside Maypole Meadow and the
other benches have been refurbished and look good. These are outside
Jubilee House, near The White Horse, and near the bus shelter by the
church. A surplus bench is being offered to Barwoods for Northfield Wood.
The notice board outside Jubilee House needs attention and Tim Gaddis
would be asked to spruce it up.
The Council approved a small salary rise for street sweeping.
Grants were discussed and allocated: Most would remain as last year, but
it was agreed to give £45 to the Royal British Legion towards expenses
incurred in continuing to organise the Remembrance Day Parade; £30 to
the Diss CAB and £100 towards the After School Club’s funds for a second
vehicle, as many of the children come from outside the village and have to
be picked up and dropped off both in the morning and in the afternoon
The remainder of the Meeting Report is on Page 29.
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BOTESDALE
Traditional Fish & Chips

Tel: 01379 898 543

MONDAY CLOSED except for a Bank Holiday Monday
TUESDAY
11.30 am - 1.30 pm
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY 11.30 am - 1.30 pm
SUNDAY
Thursday 1st May

9.30 am RABBATS
7.30 pm Rickinghall Annual Parish Council Meeting

4.00
4.15
4.15
4.15
4.15

- 8.00 pm
- 8.00 pm
- 8.00 pm
- 10.00 pm
- 8.00 pm

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

Friday 2nd May

9.00 am
10.45 am
1.00 pm
8.00 pm

Church cleaning
Positive Steps
Beginners Tai Chi
Dance Classes. Phone 01379 783114 for further information

St Mary’s, Redgrave
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall

Saturday 3rd May

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
7.30 pm

Churches open
Rickinghall Model Railway Show
Guided Fen Walk
The New Eye Theatre, 2 one-act plays

St Mary’s, Red, RI & C of Ease
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave Fen
Botesdale Village Hall

Sunday 4th May

6.00 pm Zumba

Rickinghall Village Hall

Monday 5th May

BANK HOLIDAY
7.30 pm Slimming World

Rickinghall Village Hall

Yoga. Booking essential on 01379 890955
Open House
Zumba
Yoga & Relaxation
Julie’s Aerobics

Rickinghall Village Hall
All Saints, Redgrave
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

Tuesday 6th May

9.30 am
10.00 am
6.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Wednesday 7th May

MOBILE LIBRARY
9.30 am Redgrave Art Club
10.00 am Day Centre
10.30 am Macmillan Outreach Service

Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Health Centre

Thursday 8th May

9.30 am RABBATS
12.30 pm Phoenix Luncheon Club
7.30 pm Rickinghall W I

Rickinghall Village Hall
Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall

Friday 9th May

9.15 am
10.45 am
1.00 pm
8.00 pm

Rickinghall Ramblers. Tel : 890237
Positive Steps
Beginners Tai Chi
Dance Classes. Phone 01379 783114 for further information

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall

Saturday 10th May

9.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
7.00 pm

Farmers Market and Car Boot Sale
Rickinghall Parish Council Surgery
Churches open
Wildlife Watch Group
Sankey Evening

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
St Mary’s Rick Inf & C of Ease
Redgrave Fen
Methodist Church, Fen Lane

Sunday 11th May

6.00 pm Zumba

Rickinghall Village Hall

Monday 12th May

2.00 pm Needlecraft
7.30 pm Slimming World
7.30 pm Botesdale Annual Parish Council Meeting

Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall

Tuesday 13th May

9.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Coffee on the Corner
Yoga. Booking essential on 01379 890955
Zumba
Yoga & Relaxation
Julie’s Aerobics

Parkview Chapel
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

Redgrave Art Club
Day Centre
Forget-me-not-Club
Redgrave Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council Meeting

Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Farnish House
Activities Centre

Wednesday 14th May

9.30 am
10.00 am
2.15 pm
7.00 pm
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