
 

  

 

July 2016 



 

2 

 

Rev 

Revôd Chris Norburn 
Rector of Redgrave cum Botesdale with the Rickinghalls 
The Rectory, Bury Road, Rickinghall, Diss. IP22 1HA Tel: 01379 898685 
St Maryôs Rickinghall Inferior  has a web site  

http://stmarysrickinghallinferior.onesuffolk.net/ or Google: St Mary's Rickinghall Inferior 

The Gospels of Jesus Christ speak about Godôs 
supernatural power, and living in God's supernatural power is 
the amazing right and privilege of every Christian. Jesus 
promised it! The early Church received and operated in it! In 
fact, the Apostle Paul said that his life and ministry for Christ 
were proven "in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love, in 
truthful speech and in the power of God" (2 Corinthians 6:6-
7).  The word "power" can also mean strength, or ability. It 
comes from the Greek term dunamis and refers to inherent 
power residing in something by virtue of its nature.  
Therefore, Jesus had power because his nature was God! 
 But there was another key component to Jesus' life 
and ministry. The Gospels tell of people speaking about Him 
with amazement, "What authority and power this man's 
words possess! Even evil spirits obey him and flee at his 
command" (Luke 4:36).  Though Jesus was true God, He 
lived as true man armed with God's power. More than that, 
He also had God's authority.  

This word "authority" is also sometimes translated 
"power," But refers more to the power of authority, position, 
right, or privilege to exercise authority. It can refer to the 
power of government, or the power of a person or agency 
whose will and commands must be submitted to by others 
and obeyed.  Throughout His life, Jesus demonstrated both 
power (dunamis) and authority (exousia).  

Remember how He resisted every temptation of 
Satan; He overpowered Satan's kingdom at every frontð-
from healing people, having authority over nature, to 
delivering them from demonic assault. Whenever Jesus 
showed up, Satan had to flee. Scripture clearly tells us that 
Jesus did not come simply to annoy, aggravate, or distress 
Satan. He came in power and authority to completely destroy 
him and his works (1 John 3:8).  

Satan likewise was determined to destroy JesusðHe 
knew it was a war to the end. When Jesus finally physically 
died, Satan at that moment must have believed he had won 
and secured his rule and kingdom over the earth. But Jesus 
conquered Satan, sin, and death when He rose from the dead 
on that Sunday morning. In so doing, He disarmed Satan of 
his authority and power.  

So a part of "Living free" means being set free from 
the power and authority of Satan and being released to live 
and operate in the power and authority of God through Jesus 
Christ. But how are we to do this? We do it by virtue of our 
position in, and our personal relationship with, Jesus Christ. 

How is this personal relationship to work? By 
imitating the way Jesus ministered: which was to listen and 
so only do what his heavenly Father told him to do.  You see 
Jesus never operated outside of God's direction and authority.  
He did not independently determine what He would do, or 
how He would do anything. In fact, He did not even say 
anything unless He heard from His Father that He should 
speak (John 8:26, 12:49).  Listen to what Jesus says in John 
5:30 about this important truth: "I can do nothing on my own. 
I judge as God tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, 

because I carry out the will of 
the one who sent me, not my 
own will." And there are other 
passages in John 7:16 & John 
12:49-50 where Jesus says the 
same thing! 

But there is more. You 
see the amazing capstone to 
being a follower of Jesus Christ 
is that Jesus not only delivered 
us from Satan's domain and 
placed us in His kingdom, but 
He swept us up and seated us 
with Him in the heavenlies. This means the authority that has 
been given to Jesus by His Father has also been given to us. 
This is a present reality, not one that will be realized only in 
the future. Because of this we now possess every spiritual 
tool, weapon and blessing, through Christ.  What God gave to 
Christ He has given to us!  You see Jesus didn't intend for us 
to let Him do all the work of declaring and establishing the 
Kingdom of God on earth. He fully intended for us to share in 
this work by using His power and authority!  

When was the last time you had a power encounter 
with Jesus, and so stepped out in His power and authority? I 
firmly believe that every time we receive the bread and wine 
at communion we are having a power encounter with Jesus.  
The truth is as Christians Jesus already dwells in us.  At 
communion we are allowing God to release in us the power 
and authority of Jesus.  This is the same power that raised 
Jesus from the dead! Our responsibility is to live and walk in 
this truth, because God can only do what God can do when 
we take responsibility for what we have to do: which 
primarily is to respond to Jesus and then walk in the truth 
found in Him.  
 We must learn to use our divinely powerful spiritual 
weapons, exercise our authority and power, and do battle in 
the heavenlies in order to extend Jesus' ministry and kingdom 
here on earth.  And we begin this in our own lives first. Jesus' 
life and ministry is our model for how life is to be lived, and 
for how the Church is to operate today.  So a question well 
worth considering is: ñHow prepared are you to exercise 
Christ's authority and power whenever the work of the enemy 
shows up in our lives?ò 
 It is time all devoted followers of Jesus Christ stand 
up against Satan and his kingdom. It is time we exercised the 
power and authority of God that is in us through Jesus Christ. 
The good news is that this power is the same power that 
raised Jesus Christ from death (Ephesians 1:19-20). 
Therefore, we can boldly face up to Satan's kingdomðand 
prevail"! 
 
With every blessing. 

From the Registers  

 

21st May : Blessing of marriage of David Crawley and Lisa  Owen at Rickinghall St Maryôs Inferior  
11th June : Blessing of marriage of Dave Hall  and Jo Welch at St Maryôs Redgrave  
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PARISH MAGAZINEðMESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS 
The International day of friendship falls at the end of this month (30 July), which has got to be worth celebrating in some way or 
another.  The good news is that you arenôt short of options for things to do with your dearest friendsðthereôs plenty going on, 
advertised in these pages!  This issue contains the annual telephone list, which has been updated this year by Rosemary Jones; 
many thanks go out to her, and to Lesley Greenhough for having provided this service for many previous yearsðenjoy your 
newfound freedom Lesley!  Finally, thanks to Jo and Tom Scott for proof reading services this month.  Happy reading one and all! 
 
    For all editorial content:           editor@rbrparishmag.com 
    For all commercial adverts:   adverts@rbrparishmag.com 
    To advertise events:                   events@rbrparishmag.com  
  
If you are unable to use email, you can call (01359) 253 492 .  NB: Please leave a message if there is no answer. 
 
Please note that the copy dates for the forthcoming issues are as follows: 
 
For the Aug/Sept issue: 11 July (Mon) 
For the Oct: 12 Sept (Mon) 
For the Nov issue: 10 Oct (Mon) 
 
We accept items for submission in any of the following formats: MS Word, e-mail, .jpg, .bmp, .pub, Basildon Bond, Back of an 
envelope.  Notices from voluntary organisations within the Benefice are printed free of charge.  We try to help similar 
organisations from outside the Benefice wishing to place a notice in our magazine; this is subject to space being available and we 
also make a small charge.   
 
Best wishes,  The Parish Magazine Volunteers 
 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to new residents in our villages.  If you have 
recently moved into one of our villages the churches wish 
you a warm welcome.  If you would like someone from the 
church to visit you, or perhaps you would like your house 
 blessed, then please do get in touch with the Rector 
 on 01379 898685.  May your life in these 
 communities be peaceful, prosperous and a blessing 
 to your neighbours.  

Front cover image:  By Ra'ike (see also: de:Benutzer:Ra'ike) 
(Own work) [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) 
or CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/3.0/)], via Wikimedia Commons 
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Would you like to 
advertise in this 
magazine, from 
just Ã40 a year? 

 
 

Reach 1225+ households ten times 
a year.  

 
If interested, please contact  

adverts@rbrparishmag.com  
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