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participants receive a copy of
The Gospel of Mark, and a
“handbook” which contains all
discussion questions with
space to make your own notes.
There is no shame in
being reminded of what we are
about, so this course is for
everyone in our community.
Whether you are a seasoned
Christian, a new Christian, or
just Jesus-curious, it will
enable us to grow as
individuals, and to grow as a community that is
endeavouring to work out Biblical principles and truths in
the everyday as we look at what is means to be a follower
of Jesus.
Through Paul’s words (and others in the Bible)
the Bible teaches us not to be ashamed. Shame is a
powerful emotion, sometimes justified, sometimes not, but
shame about the Gospel and being a follower of Jesus is
never right. In the West we see the result of such shame:
we are criticised for being out of step with a secular
culture. All of us are vulnerable in different ways and so
at the beginning of this New Year let us resolve to be
disciples who have counted the cost and, in our weakness,
step out trusting in the mighty loving power of God.
This is what Jesus encouraged all to embrace
when He spoke these words that we find in what is known
as the Sermon on the Mount; “You are the salt of the
world…. You are the light of the world.” (Mathew 5:13,14
NIV). These words tell us that at the heart of Jesus’
message is an amazing evangelistic imperative: we are not
to just “go and tell” but “live and transform”. This means
that we are to demonstrate the Gospel of the Kingdom of
God with every breath and every action and every God
like value. Then, like salt, we will flavour the world with
God’s love, joy, peace and gentleness for that is the power
of God’s salvation to everyone who believes in Him
through His Son Jesus Christ.
If you would like to join us on Christianity
Explored, then please do get in touch with me as we intend
to repeat the course later in the year.
Wishing you a peaceful and prosperous New
Year.

‘I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation to everyone who believes’
Romans 1:16 (NIV)

As we stand at the beginning of a New Year and
look forward to what is in front of us we can take great
encouragement from these wonderful words of the Apostle
Paul. This verse reminds us that we are to proclaim Christ
faithfully to all people. This verse also reminds us that the
Gospel is not just another human idea, but that it really is
the active power of God by which we are saved from his
just judgement upon our sins and brought to eternal life.
So the beginning of a New Year is a good time to
rededicate ourselves to the service of this Gospel. If we
are prepared to do this, then we must be prepared to find
ourselves at odds with the world around us, for sadly the
world is ashamed of the Gospel as it ignores the power
that God has to bring salvation to all who believe in Him.
As the world does this, it then puts itself above God,
believing that it can do a better job than God. But if we
are honest with ourselves we see that we have made a bit
of a mess of things! There is too much war, bitterness and
hatred in the world causing unnecessary destruction and
death. Later this year we will remember the ending of the
First World War, a war that was meant to end all wars!
The truth is, to the world ‘self’ is more important
than anything else. Jesus clearly taught that this only leads
to pride, greed, and intolerance towards others and a
lowering of our understanding of morality to the point that
we think that anything goes because we know best, so we
don’t need anyone to tell us what is right and wrong!!
If you choose to follow Jesus He will encourage
and inspire you in such a way that you are more than
happy to identify yourself with the risen Jesus Christ, that
He is your Saviour. Hearing God’s word is so important
here for it helps to equip us in ways that makes us more
effective in our witness of Jesus Christ. If we want to see
the power of God at work, as stated in the verse from the
Apostle Paul above, we have to stand by the truth of the
Gospel, even when it is unpopular and costly to us.
With all this in mind the parish church is currently
running a basic Christianity course called Christianity
Explored, a seven session course with an away day. This
has been developed by members of All Souls Church,
Langham Place, an Anglican church in London, and is
aimed at helping us get to the heart of the Christian faith;
Jesus Christ. It poses questions like; “Who is Jesus?”,
“Why did Jesus come?”, “What does it mean to follow
Jesus?”
Each session will give you time and space to think
through who Jesus is and why He matters. A huge variety
of people, with different experiences and backgrounds,
and different views and beliefs have nationally attended a
Christianity Explored course. Sessions consist of watching
a short film, followed by time to discuss what you’ve
heard. The course is based on St Mark’s Gospel and all
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From the Register

1.12.17
19.12.17

Funeral and burial at St Mary’s Church, Redgrave of Marion Ann Wilby. Died 5.11.17 age 82
Funeral and cremation of John (Jack) Chapman at West Suffolk Crematorium
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PARISH MAGAZINE — MESSAGE FROM THE TEAM
Oh well the festivities are now over and we can start looking forward to spring
We now have some new volunteers in place including myself as editor So the magazine should continue into the
future. I am sure I will get plenty of help and guidance from the experienced members of the team and I hope to be
able to keep up the standard. I have put daffodils on the front cover . I know these are usually associated with
March but it seems to me that plants flower earlier every year so we shall see

Charles Murray

To contact the team that produce the magazine, please use the details below.
For all editorial content:
editor@rbrparishmag.com
For all commercial adverts:
adverts@rbrparishmag.com
To advertise events:
events@rbrparishmag.com
Please note we have disabled the auto reply to emails and you should get a personal acknowledgement of any
articles sent in
Alternatively, please
write to: The Parish Magazine, The Rectory,
Bury Road, Rickinghall, Diss, Suffolk, IP22 1HA
or call 01379 890238
Please note that the copy date for the forthcoming issue is as follows:




March issue: 5 February (Mon) come and help stuff the magazine @ All Saint’s, Redgrave—4pm on 16
February (Fri)
April issue: 5 March (Mon) come and help stuff the magazine @ All Saint’s, Redgrave—4pm on 16 March (Fri)
May issue: 9 April (Mon). come and help stuff the magazine @ All Saint’s, Redgrave—4pm on 20 April (Fri)

We accept items for submission in any of the following formats: MS Word, e-mail, .jpg, .bmp, .pub. Notices from
Changes to June 2016 Telephone List
voluntary organisations within the Benefice are printed free of charge. We try to help similar organisations from
outside the Benefice wishing to place a notice in our magazine; this
is subject
todelete
space“Order
being Anytime
availableOil
and we also
Page
S3: Please
Syndicate” as Mrs Hurrell has left the village.
make a small charge.
Best wishes The Parish Magazine Volunteers

Printed by:

WELCOME

Welcome to new residents in our villages. If you have
recently moved into one of our villages the churches wish
you a warm welcome. If you would like someone from the
church to visit you, or perhaps you would like your house
blessed, then please do get in touch with the Rector
on 01379 898685.
May your life in these
communities be peaceful, prosperous and a blessing
to your neighbours.

If woollen garments shrink in the wash
Why don’t sheep shrink in the rain?

Also available at http://stmarysrickinghallinferior.onesuffolk.net/parish-magazine/
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HIGHWAYS

Farm Shop * Delicatessen * Nursery * Coffee Shop

Finningham Road
Rickinghall, Diss.

There is always something new to look at when you visit Hillcrest

PRIMROSES
H IL LC RE S T CO F FE E SH OP

RARE BREED GLOUCESTERSHIRE OLD
SPOT PORK AND BACON

O P E N 7 DA Y S A W E E K

Don’t forget to order
your Bouquets &
Roses from

B r e ak fas t se r v e d da il y f r om
9 . 0 0 a m ~ 1 1 . 3 0a m
A l l d a y B r e a kf a s t s er v e d a t

Traditionally reared outside on our
smallholding in Rickinghall
Large or small quantities available from the
farm gate or at Rickinghall farmers’ market

Paigles
Flower
Shop

t he weekends!

For all your garden m achinery
SERVICE & REPAIRS
Pick up service available

MowerTec

01359 251
090

Farm Butchery now open : Mon - Fri : 9am - 3 pm
Saturday : 2 - 5 pm
phone/fax 01379 898357. Mob: 07887 668445

Available now!!! Also

S e e d p o t a t o e s & o n io n se t s, B a re ro o t e d he d g i n g ,
F r u i t & o r n a me n t a l t r e e s, Ro se s , p e re n n i a l s , s h ru b s

Valentine’s Day 07469 207 802
Here at Hillcrest
FEB 14

A daily selection of
LOCAL ARTISAN
BREAD
is now available
RYE, BARM, WALNUT,
SOUR DOUGH,
FOCACCIA, GRANARY,
TRADITIONAL LOAVES etc

Fruit & Veg, Meat, Bread, Eggs, Milk & so much more - Open 7 days
Hillcrest Nurseries Ltd * Barningham Road * Stanton * Bury St Edmunds * Suffolk * IP31 2DU
Tel: 01359 250 327 ~ Shop * Tel: 01359 250 547 ~ Coffee Shop * Fax: 01359 252 307

Redgrave Community Shop
Probably the smallest community shop in
Britain ... but surprisingly well stocked!

Farm Shop

www.redgraveshop.co.uk
01379 898848
The butcher, the baker, the farm shop, the dairy,
They all supply Redgrave Shop!
Please support us and our
local suppliers
Newspapers and general
Groceries
Orders taken

Home grown seasonal
fresh fruit, vegetables
& eggs etc.

Opening Hours

Stowmarket Road
Rickinghall
Tel: 01379 898 219

Mon – Fri 8:30 – 1:00pm
3:30 – 5:30pm
Sat
8:30 – 1:00pm
Sun
9:00 - 11:00am

Bespoke cakes for all
occasions

Garden Machinery

Weddings, Anniversaries,
Birthdays, Christenings etc.
Call

Sales - Service - Repair
Petrol - Electric - Cordless - Robotic

Jacqui for a friendly

Mon – Sat 8.30 – 6.00 Sundays 10.00 to 4.00
Find us 7 days a week at
Marlows Home & Garden, Hollow Road, Bury St Edmunds,
IP32 7AP

Tel: 01379-897264 or 07712-775466
Special Cakes for Memorable Occasions

Tel. 01284 763155

www.cakes2crumbs.co.uk

www.trippbattstore.com

Professional Ecologist and
Nature Conservation Consultant

Would you like to
advertise in this magazine,
from just £40 a year?

Dr Jon Huckle PhD MSc BSc






Ecological Survey & Assessments
Habitat management advice
Protected Species Surveys and mitigation
Bats, great crested
newts, reptiles, birds
Planning application
advice

Open: 9 - 5.30
Monday - Saturday

If interested, please contact
Call Jon in Redgrave on
01379 890770 or
07496 255050
Email: info@huckleecology.com
Web: www.huckleecology.com

adverts@rbrparishmag.com
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RAHOF proudly present their opening
2018 programme event :

A “WARTS"
VALENTINE VARIETY EVENING
Saturday 17th February 2018
at Botesdale Village Hall
7.00pm for 7.30pm start
A super relaxed musical evening with
entertainment by WARTS
Finger Food Supper
Bar and Draw
Tickets £9, from 01379 897180
or RAHOF committee members
in aid of St Nicholas Hospice Care, Bury St Edmunds

Redgrave Garden Club

SPRING DINNER
Thursday 22nd February

Botesdale Methodist
Church

7:00pm at The Kings Head, North Lopham
Places must be booked in advance by ringing Angela Bigley
(890517), providing a non-refundable £10 deposit per person

"Coffee down the Lane"
10:00am - 11.30am Tuesday 27th February

Country & Western
Dancing

Redgrave & District Ladies Club

Saturday 24th
February
at Rickinghall
Village Hall

Tuesday 13th February 7:30pm
A talk and slide show by

with

Julie Dawn
8:00pm to 11:30pm

Pip Wright, A local historian
The Amazing Story of Reverend
John Heigham Steggall,
The Suffolk Gipsy

Ticket price £6.00
All Welcome
No bar - bring your own drinks & nibbles.
Contact Keith or Kathy on 01379 898758

Redgrave Activities Centre

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Cocoa Mama Chocolaterie
4 Broad Street, Eye, Suffolk
*Fresh cakes and light lunches made daily
*Our own handmade Suffolk chocolates
*Private parties and chocolate workshops
*Delicious hot chocolates, cappuccinos and fruit smoothies
“A heavenly place to enjoy the best coffee in town”
Open Tuesday – Saturday 9am-3pm
www.cocoamama.co.uk
01379 870688

Cross Keys, Redgrave

A warm welcome awaits you at the White Horse Thelnetham
a cosy & relaxing atmosphere pub with log
burner every night,, during these cold winter
months, along with a great selection of afternoon teas and homemade cakes, served 12 –
3pm Wednesday to Sunday. We pride ourselves on using locally sourced ingredients,
where possible, on our monthly changing
menus along with weekly specials board.

IP22 1RW

Bookings are advised during weekends due to popular demand

Monday – closed, Tuesday 5pm – 10.30pm
Wednesday to Friday— 12 – 3pm 5pm – 10.30pm
Weekends— 12 – 10.30pm (5pm Sunday)
Food served 12pm – 3pm only
To book your table or see our menu, please call 01379 898779
or email us at: info@whitehorsethelnetham.co.uk

OPENING SHORTLY UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

- a community pub -

4B&B Strenneth
Country Bed and Breakfast







Seven bedrooms, two with 4 poster
Four bed economy bunk house
Two detached holiday cottages
Ground floor easy access
Pets welcome

Phone:
01379 688182
E mail: pdavey@strenneth.co.uk
http://www.strenneth.co.uk

Airfield Road
Fersfield Diss
Norfolk IP22 2BP

Would you like to
advertise in this magazine,
from just £40 a year?
If interested, please contact

adverts@rbrparishmag.com
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OPEN MEETING
21st February 2018 – 7.00pm
Redgrave Activities Centre
DOES REDGRAVE NEED A
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN?
What Can a Neighbourhood Plan Achieve?
“This is about guiding and shaping development”
(Neighbourhood Plans Roadmap Guide)

Forum Meeting

It can decide and thereby give a legal basis for :
- where new building takes place
- the mix of properties built
- local development for the next 20 years
- guidelines for what new buildings look like
- other local economic/social/transport issues

Botesdale Village Hall
Wednesday, 21 February
at 7.30pm
Come for an update on our
progress!

Please come to the meeting to have your
say!

The Women’s Institute

The Watercooler

Thursday 8th February

A forum for freelance, or home-based
professionals who miss stimulating
watercooler conversations. We share
ideas, best-practice, problems, solutions or
Anything else of interest.

Saving Britain’s Hedgehogs
with Jillian Macready
Competition: Something beginning with ‘V’
Trading Stall: Bric a brac and books

Meetings held on the first Friday of every
month at 12 noon in
The Bell, Botesdale.

7:30 at Rickinghall Village Hall
New members and guests always welcome

For further details, contact Jamie Cleaver: mail@jamiecleaver.co.uk

HERITAGE CIRCLE
Rickinghall Village Hall on
28th February at 7:30
Shakespeare Buff
with Tony Diamond

New members and guests welcome
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/HeritageCircle

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Gill's Mobile Hairdressing Service

Reflections

Unisex Stylist for all ages
Specialising in Senior Citizens
In the comfort of their
own homes

Health, Beauty and Relaxation
has moved to Dovedale, Back Hills, Botesdale
Skin care and facials inc. Combined Ultrasound & Light Therapy
Non Surgical micro current facial and body lifting
Massages – Aromatherapy, Indian Head, Hot Stone, Reflexology
Sugaring Manicures Pedicures Hopi Ear Candle
New treatments include Sandalwood and Coconut Body Polish
followed by a warmed Ayurveda herbal oil massage

Contact Gill on
Mobile: 07910 799452
Home: 01379 890165

Telephone Fiona on 07791 073772 or 01379 898789

Simply Beauty
of Botesdale

01379 308338
Hill Top The Street Botesdale
Neal’s Yard Remedies Facial & Body Treatments
Jessica Manicures & Pedicure Geleration Nails
Massage Reflexology Waxing Tinting and
Beauty Package
Gifts and Voucher available
For a professional & friendly service visit Simply Beauty

Rest Relax & Rejuvenate

Botesdale Hair Parlour
1 Market Place, Botesdale, IP22 1BT

Unisex hair salon
Open - Monday to Saturday
Evening appointments available
Using Matrix and TIGI Products
Tel: 01379 890900
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Redgrave &

HEADSPACE

Lopham Fen

Time to clear your head, talk, think and
be together

REGULAR EVENTS
Wildlife Watch Group
Saturdays 10 Feb, 10.30am-12.30pm
A club for 6-12 year olds, £2
Contact marcus.halmshaw@btinternet.com
or 01379 688333
Time to paint
Friday 23 Feb, 30 March 10am-2pm
Bring some artwork and join like-minded people in a relaxed,
informal setting
£5 donation, includes tea and cake
All welcome, no need to book
Contact: Deborah Key 01379 688333
Guided fen walks
Saturday 3 Feb, 3 March 10.30am-1pm
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Fen with enthusiast and
naturalist John Hill.
£4, meet at the Education Centre - no booking needed
FEBRUARY
Beekeeping workshop (adults)
Saturday 3 Feb, 10am-4pm
With experienced local beekeeper, Michael Doy
£25, booking essential
Marmalade masterclass (adults)
Sunday 4 Feb, 10am-3pm
With local master preserver, Janet Peachey
£25 + £7 on day for ingredients & jars
Booking essential
Volunteer recruitment morning
Wed 7 Feb, 10am-12noon
Find out about volunteering at
the Fen & Knettishall Heath - no booking necessary
Two colour woodblock printmaking (adults)
Thursday 8 Feb, 10am-4pm
With artist Glenn Holman
£35, including materials
Booking essential
Super furry animals (children)
Tuesday 13 Feb, 10am-2pm
For unaccompanied 6-10 year olds
£7, booking essential
Nest box building (family activity)
Wednesday 14 Feb, 2pm-4pm
£6 per box, booking essential
Young naturalists (11-15 year olds)
Thursday 15 Feb, 10am-2pm
Seasonal wildlife identification skills
£7, booking essential

Wednesday 31st Jan,
Thurs 8th Feb,
Wednesday 21st Feb,
Thursday 1st March
from 9:30am for coffee and cake
All women welcome. Children catered for.
@ All Saints Redgrave
Karen 01379 890897

Diss University of the Third Age
The next meeting of Diss U3A is on
Thursday February 1st 2018
at the United Reformed Church
starting at 10.30.
The guest speaker will be
Jean Wright
who will be giving a talk entitled
A History of Gold in Weaving
The charge for each monthly meeting is 50p for
Members and £2 for guests, including tea or
coffee. Annual membership is £12 (pro rata).
For further information on Diss U3A
visit our website: www.dissu3a.org.uk

Activity day (age 5-9 home-educated children)
Tuesday 27 Feb, 10.30am-2.30pm
£7 per child, booking essential
Birds, whales & more in New Zealand (for all)
Tuesday 27 Feb, 7.30pm
Evening talk with Valley Fens Wildlife Group
£2 per person (includes refreshments)
All welcome, no need to book

For further details and to book,
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org or call 01473890089

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Registered Charity
1142955
OFSTED Registration
EY445021

Botesdale Breakfast and After School Club
OFSTED Registered
www.botesdale-after-school-club.org.uk

Providers of wrap around quality affordable childcare for
children aged 3 – 11, term time only with consistently
excellent OFSTED reports.
The clubs provide a safe fun and social environment with qualified
experienced and caring staff. We offer a wide range of indoor and
outdoor activities (weather permitting) including games, Lego,
k’nex, arts and craft, IT and quiet area, play station and Wii.
Children are collected daily from St Botolph's Primary School.
We also provide a drop off & collection service
for the following schools
Mellis Primary School, Wortham Primary School, Gislingham
Primary School, Palgrave Primary School.
There will be a small additional charge for this service.

Our fees are as follows;
Breakfast Club
7.45am start
£5.40 per session
7.30am start
£5.90 per session
After School Club
3.30pm – 4.30pm
£4.25 for the hour
3.30pm – 5.30pm
£8.50 for 2 hours
3.30pm – 6.00pm
£9.50 for the session £8.50 for siblings

Sessions available Monday to Friday
9.05am-3pm
£4.05 or £3.85 per hour (depending on age)

For further information please contact Paula or Bridget on
07952 961285 or 07758 102043

Rabbats

A baby and
toddler group
for parents and
pre-school
children

Fully qualified, experienced, Ofsted
registered childminder in Rickinghall
I have converted my house into a Wonderful
environment for children to play and learn
from birth onwards with a playroom, sleep
room and large garden.

Rickinghall Village Hall
Every Thursday
9.30 to 11.30 am
Come along and join us
For information call
Keren on 01379 897392

Please call Megan Hails for more
information 07798586343
Full day, part day, evening babysitting
and weekends

or email us at
rabbats99@yahoo.co.uk
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/llandbotesdalebt
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Yaxley Road,
Mellis , Nr Eye
IP23 8DY

www.ympreschool.co.uk
Fun & stimulating environment.
Dedicated Staff with high adult
to child ratio.
Fully qualified SEN Staff.
We are open term-time MondayFriday, 9am-3pm and provide funding for 3-4 year olds and
eligible 2 year olds.

contactus@ympreschool.co.uk
Tel: 01379 788 458
Yaxley & Mellis Pre-school

BOTESDALE

BOTESDALE

Leeann Jackson-Eve
DECEMBER REPORT
Councillors Bishop and Liddle gave their apologies. County Cllr Jessica
Fleming, District Cllr Derek Osborne and Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Peter Beck were also present.
School Transport Consultation: Cllr Fleming reported that consultation on
proposed changes to school transport will run until 28th February. Changes to
the present policy will be brought in for September 2019. The changes
promote the option to charge if students do not attend their “nearest” school. It
was noted that this could result in Diss High School being the nearest school
for local students. It isn’t clear whether places or transport would even be
available to a Norfolk school and the PC was advised by Cllr Fleming that
there is no position on it in the consultation. She therefore urges families that
could be affected to respond and make their feelings known. You can find the
consultation at www.suffolk.gov.uk/schooltravel
Public Forum: Suffolk County Council is launching a special appeal for carers
interested in taking children with siblings. Cllr Osborne reported that the
takeaway planning application would go before an MSDC Planning Committee
on 3 January 2018. Peter Beck reported a theft from an unlocked car parked
in Back Hills. Members commented to Cllr Fleming about the condition of road
signs, many of which were heavily rusted at the bottom and starting to fall
over. She explained that SCC placed repair/replacement of mandatory signs
on an immediate work list but if they were not mandatory, they were placed on
a very long waiting list. An explanation of which signs were considered
mandatory can be found on the SCC website (search “road signs”).
Planning: There were two planning applications. The first was for renovation
work at The Priory, The Street, which was of a specialist nature. The PC felt it
was not qualified to give an opinion on this work other than to comment that it
supported bringing the accommodation up to a standard for modern living.
The second application was a Prior Approval application to change a barn to a
dwelling at Lodge Farm, The Common. It was not clear whether the proposal
met the requirements for this type of application, which specifies that the
footprint of the existing building cannot be increased, and the PC agreed to
recommend to MSDC that the planning officer make a site visit to assess the
characteristics of the existing building with respect to the planning
requirements for a Prior Approval Application.
Highways Issues: There were several outstanding and concerning issues
with highways defects. It was noted that there was a new “escalation protocol”
on the online highways reporting tool and the Clerk would investigate.
Budget: The PC received correspondence from the organisers of the
Community Bus. The Community Bus was covering its expenses very well,
but it was clear that it would not be able to fund the purchase of a new bus
from its own funds. The PC will be allocating £2,000 which will be earmarked
for a new bus in the next 3-4 years.

application and Ms Philips agreed to consider this further, particularly with the
owners of Tollgate House. She said that she was committed to finding out what
the village needed and wanted for this application and in the long term.
Dr Tim Cooke spoke about the need for extension of the Health Centre and
additional parking. He noted that there would be a new footpath from the rear
overflow car park to the centre and more people would be encouraged to park
there.
Planning: There were three planning applications including one for extensions
to the Botesdale Health Centre. The PC agreed that the expansion was
needed to keep up with local need and supported the application. However, it
was noted that residents were concerned about the effect on parking. It agreed
that the strain on parking could be eased by publicising the existence of the
overflow parking at the back of the Centre, accessed from The Drift, with better
signage. The second application was for retention of an outbuilding at the
Greyhound PH which had not been built in accordance with approved plans in
respect of the roof materials used and the absence of a brick plinth. The PC
agreed that retention of the corrugated metal sheet roof had not been justified
and the original material – red reclaimed clay pantiles – would be more in
keeping with local architecture. Finally, there was an additional heritage
statement for The Newsagent application for change of use to takeaway and
as this was specialist advice, it was agreed not to add to previous comments.
Neighbourhood Plan: The Chairman reported that this was a period of high
activity with consultants’ reports to review, local site assessments and analysis
and presentation of the data from the local survey. The NP Forum meeting
planned for 10 January has been postponed and will now be held at 7.30pm on
Wednesday, 21 February at the Botesdale Village Hall.
Annual Parish Meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7pm on
Monday, 9 April prior to the regular meeting of the Parish Council. If you would
like to submit a report, please send it to the Clerk by 23 March.
Budget: The PC agreed to set a budget of £30,000 for the year 2018-19 and to
retain earmarked funds of £25,200. This will require a precept of £28,700 from
the District Council resulting in an overall 4.4% rise on the amount received in
2017-18. The Parish Council continues to fund replacement of old street lights,
make improvements at the play area as well as other improvements to village
facilities. Unfortunately, the PC does not have the legal power to fill potholes!
(That’s the County Council.)
Christmas 2017: The tree has been removed and a new year begins. The PC
extends its warmest thanks to everyone who helped bring Christmas to
Botesdale Market Place, with particular thanks to Chris Burnard, and to the
team of helpers who assisted with Santa’s visit, organised by our Chairman,
William Sargeant. The bucket collection in aid of the Friends of Botesdale
Health Centre resulted in a donation of £40.

---------- ○ ----------

THE NEXT BOTESDALE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON

JANUARY REPORT

MONDAY 5th FEBRUARY
at 7.30 pm
at Botesdale Village Hall

Cllr Bishop gave his apologies. The meeting noted with sadness the death of
Cllr Ken Liddle shortly after Christmas. A councillor for less than two years,
Ken brought great enthusiasm to the role of Tree Warden and will be missed.
Public Forum: The PC welcomed Susie Philips representing Llanover
Estates, which has held significant land holdings in Botesdale and Redgrave
since the mid-60s. Ms Philips explained that the branch of the company with
local holdings is headed by Ben Herbert, who lives in south Wales but has
local ties having served an “apprenticeship” at a farm in Redgrave. The local
disquiet over the application for 69 houses (Land south of Diss Road) had
been brought to her attention and she apologised for the way it had been
handled so far without prior consultation with the community. She explained
that the application had progressed too far to withdraw but as an outline
application, there would be a lot of flexibility with the details of layout, type and
size of housing as well as landscaping, etc. Members of the public pointed out
that this did not apply to the access which would be confirmed in the current

All residents welcome
www.botesdale.suffolk.gov.uk
Your Clerk is: Mrs Leeann Jackson-Eve,
Wayside Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane,
Botesdale, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 1DL.
Tel : 01379 890 141
Email : botesdale_pc@btopenworld.com
Please contact her during OFFICE HOURS ONLY.

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Traditional Chinese

Acupuncture
Restores Your Health

Deborah Ellis
LicAc M.B.Ac.C

30 years experience

Gracious Mountain Therapies

Aisling Counselling

Hypnotherapy

A fresh positive approach to
couples relationship counselling as
well as individual counselling.

Weight Loss, Smoking Cessation, Stress
Anxiety, Confidence and Self Esteem
Habits and Phobias ( fear of flying,
heights, dentistry etc.)

IBS,

Exam Nerves including Driving Test

Aromatherapy
Relaxation, Stress, Aches and Pains,

01379 651553

Arthritis, Insomnia

71 Wheatfields,
Rickinghall,
IP22 1EN

01953 681122 or 07703 294953

Call Loraine on

I offer a tranquil peaceful and comfortable setting, where you
can fully explore your feelings and emotions. I deal in all
relationship issues with couples, including infidelity, life after
affairs, sexual problems and communication issues. I aim to
help you find the balance you both need to regain
togetherness and love in your relationships.
Jill Mitev-Will BA(Hons) Dip. MBACP,
Email: aislinghousepractice@gmail.com

www.graciousmountain.co.uk

Mob: 07800 639141
Tel: 01379 897055
www.aislingcounselling.co.uk

The Bowen Technique

Melanie Coe E.C.B.S MBTPA
A gentle non-invasive relaxing treatment that can
be administered through light clothing. Bowen is a
series of carefully orchestrated moves using fore
fingers or thumbs, at key anatomical locations
relaying numerous signals to the body brain and
mind. The moves are interspaced with short breaks
to allow the body to absorb the information it has
received to make the changes needed to realign and
restore balance to the body and its systems. No oils
or lotions are used. Bowen is suitable for all ages.
Conditions that may respond to Bowen include Back/
Neck Shoulder pain/restrictions/Tennis/Golfers elbow
Carpal tunnel RSI Hip/Hamstring/Knee/Ankle/Foot
problems/Pelvic imbalance problems Asthma/Bronchial
complaints/Hay Fever/Sinusitis Headache/Migraines
Menstrual-/Fertility problems Depression/Anxiety
Jaw problems /Glue Ear/Infant Colic/IBS/Digestive
problems/Post Stroke problems. And many more.
For information or to book an appointment
please call Melanie on 01379 890126 or 07717886273
mcoebowen@hotmail.co.uk
ww.dissbowentherapy.co.uk

West Suffolk Counselling
www.westsuffolkcounselling.co.uk

Professional Counselling Service
Confidential counselling service to help with relationship
problems, anxiety, depression, day to day difficulties or any
personal issue you may be facing.
Registered member of the United Kingdom Council for
Psychotherapy
Walsham-Le-Willows,
BSE, IP31 3BD
Tel 07792 635057
Email:
westsuffolkcounselling@gmail.com
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Leeann Jackson-Eve
Redgrave December Report – by the Clerk
Councillors Angela Bigley, Mike Denmark, John Giddings, Bob Hayward,
Ann Preston, Neil Smith and Jason Walker were present in addition to the
Clerk, District Councillor Derek Osborne, and 14 members of the public.
This was a short extraordinary meeting to discuss planning applications that
needed to be determined before the next meeting of the PC.
Public Forum: Members of the public discussed the proposed airfield,
airing concerns about the number of flights per day and resulting noise.
Several residents still feel some concern about the plans for the Old School
Playing Field and have stated a preference for leaving it as was. It was
noted that the PC received no objections to the removal of the old play
equipment some years ago and the provision of a new play area behind the
Amenities Centre. In the intervening years, no-one has come forward with a
suggestion for its use and casual enquiries about using it for grazing, etc
have come to nothing. The intention is to provide funds for improvement of
the village by a small development on a site which is currently benefitting no
-one. The PC reiterated at the meeting that any proceeds from development
of the site will be subject to a public village-wide meeting to decide about
the use of the funds. The PC has no intention of making this decision
without appropriate consultation with residents.
Planning: The PC discussed the application for change of use of
agricultural land to provide airfield for light aircraft aviation operations at
Land South of School Road, Hinderclay. There were concerns about the
affect these proposals would have on both occupants of residential property
and wildlife under the stated flight path.
There was another application for an extension at Chapel House, The Knoll
and the PC had no objection to this.
The bells, the bells…! Cllr Hayward reported that the church bells have
been removed to Dorset to be refurbished while the new steel frame is
being installed. They will be reinstalled in April 2018 and in the meantime a
recording of bells will take their place.

Planning: The Pound Farm (Land next to Charters Towers) planning
application has been submitted and will be discussed at the PC meeting on
Wednesday, 7 February. The planning agent from Llanover Estate will also
be back to discuss the proposals for Churchway. Please note the meeting
will start early at 7pm!
School Transport Consultation: Cllr Fleming reported that consultation
on proposed changes to school transport will run until 28 th February.
Changes to the present policy will be brought in for September 2019. The
changes promote the option to charge if students do not attend their
“nearest” school. It was noted that this could result in Diss High School
being the nearest school for local students. It isn’t clear whether places or
transport would even be available to a Norfolk school and the PC was
advised by Cllr Fleming that there is no position on it in the consultation.
She therefore urges families that could be affected to respond and make
their feelings known. You can find the consultation at www.suffolk.gov.uk/
council-and-democracy/consultations-petitions-and-elections/consultations/
Cross Keys Pub: The PC congratulates the village, volunteers and, most
of all, the management committee on the successful purchase and ongoing
renovation of the pub. It was noted that the Christmas opening event was a
great success and a management couple will be starting on 22 January.
We’ve been told that the pub will be open sometime in February.
Old School Playing Field: Further highways and ecological advice is
needed to determine whether the Old School Playing Field, Half Moon
Lane is suitable for development. All advice so far has been paid for out of
grants from Locality.org.uk and further funding will be sought for the
additional advice.
Speedwatch: As per normal, things have slowed down in the winter, but
one positive report is that the police now regularly, usually once a month,
do their own speed check in Hall Lane for an hour at a time. This is
because it continues to show up as a hotspot for speeding. Cllr Matthew
Millard has agreed to help download data from the vehicle activated sign.
Please note that the February meeting will start at 7pm!

Redgrave January Report – by the Clerk
All councillors were present in addition to the Clerk, District Councillor Derek
Osborne, County Councillor Jessica Fleming and 32 members of the public.

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
WILL TAKE PLACE ON

Public Forum: Paul Sutton from Strutt and Parker was at the meeting to
speak about the proposed development in Hall Lane, following up on the
scheme presented at the PC meeting in March 2017. The main changes are
to the layout and mix of the houses which now number 17 – down from 25
originally – with six affordable homes (housing association/shared equity)
and 11 market homes. Previous feedback has led to a mix of six 1/2-bed,
seven 3-bed and four 4-bed homes, including eight bungalows. It is likely
that a full planning application will be submitted in time for it to be discussed
at the February or March PC meeting. In the meantime, feedback on the
current proposals has focussed on concerns about the loss of turtle dove,
barn owl and grass snake habitats on site and the proposed house designs,
which are considered too urban. Please go to the Redgrave website to see
detailed plans and contact Paul Sutton with any further comments.

Mobile Library
Rickinghall : Rectory Hill
Rickinghall : Hinderclay Road
Rickinghall : Village Hall
Botesdale :

Farnish House

10.40 – 10.55
11.00 – 11.15
11.20 – 11.35
11.40 – 11.55

WEDNESDAY 7th FEBRUARY at 7.00 pm
Redgrave Amenities Centre

All Parishioners are cordially invited to attend
Your Clerk is: Mrs Leeann Jackson-Eve,
Wayside Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane,
Botesdale, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 1DL.
Tel : 01379 890 141
Email : redgrave_pc@btopenworld.com
Please contact her during OFFICE HOURS ONLY.

Botesdale :
Botesdale :
Redgrave :

Village Hall
Backhills
The Knoll

12.00 – 12.15
12.20 – 12.35
12.45 – 1.05

will be calling: Wednesday 7th February, 2018
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DIRTY OVEN??
DOMESTIC OVEN CLEANING
By the UK’s leading oven cleaning company

OVER 500,000 cleans

YOUR LOCAL DOMESTIC OVEN CLEANING SERVICE

NON caustic, fresh solution every time.
Hobs, Extractors and Microwaves
Aga’s and Ranges
PHONE JOHN DYER on 01359 259818
or 07835 256967
www.ovenclean.com

ECO-FRIENDLY – NO MESS – NO FUMES
FREE SILICON OVEN LINER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

CALL JON ON 07817 212509
LOCAL IRONING
SERVICE + MORE

P r e s s e d - t o - G o

Free collection /
delivery within 3 miles
of Rickinghall

Family Run Ironing
& Dry Cleaning service
Based in Roydon

Prices available upon request

Please call Ruth

01379 890506
0751 7039 685

Established 9 years
Collection & delivery

Transport (Hospital/
Doctors etc.)
Shopping
Other Jobs Considered

Phone Karen for Details 01379 652767

CCS CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE

Tu r re l l

I have been
A
established nearly
L
T 20 years and offer a
E thorough window
cleaning service
R
for households.
N
Give me a try and
see the results A
get
your windows
T
pristine clean.
I
V
SERVICES







Window Cleaning (Traditional / Reach and Wash)
Cladding / Gutter Cleans
Jet Washing (Driveways, Patios and Decking)
Regular House and Office cleaning
End of Tenancy / Spring Cleans
Estate Management / Communal Cleaning
Property & Garden Maintenance

Carpet
Carpet &
& Upholstery
Upholstery
Window Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Fire &
& Flood
Flood Damage
Damage
Fire

DON’T DELAY CALL TODAY FOR A FREE NO
OBLIGATION QUOTE 01359 240440 / 07970 040581

Tel & Fax: 01379 687751
Mob: 07801 398247

Or email at info@ccsmaintenance.uk.com

www.ccsmaintenance.uk.com

martinturrellcleaning@aol.com

Call Nigel on
07775 858 052

Over 20 Years Experience

www.turrellcleaningservices.co.uk

Happy Days Dog Walking Service

Do you need someone
to take the stress out
of your life? I can
help by:

I

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE DOG WALKING
SERVICE

 Cleaning, regular or
one-off
 House/pet sitting
 Extra pair of hand
at parties or events

Fun, friendly and reliable for daily, weekly or
occasional walks
PLEASE CALL : JANEY AT
HAPPY DAYS DOG WALKING
SERVICE : 077 6419 1542

Call Judith

07733 361156

Based in Rickinghall
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Fully Insured

Uniformed Staff

Report for December 2017 - Councillor Sally Smith
The December Rickinghall Parish Council meeting was held on Thursday
7 December with apologies received from Gillian Crossley-Holland.
The public forum was opened and Jessica Fleming (Suffolk County
Councillor) advised that a consultation is taking place regarding free
school transport. Members of the public can comment before 28 February
at www.suffolk.gov.uk/schooltravel. She also noted that there is a call for
more foster carers in Suffolk.
Derek Osborne (Mid Suffolk District councillor) stated that the new MSDC
phone number is 0300 123 4000. Peter Beck advised on the ram raid at
Co-op, but congratulations were given to the Co-op staff for re-opening the
street by early evening.
Planning Applications: The Parish Council considered an application for
change of use of agricultural land to airfield for light aircraft aviation uses
on land south of School Road, Hinderclay. There were no objections to
this change of use, but the Parish Council requested that no drones or
microlites be allowed to use this land. A further planning application was
submitted for an additional dwelling at the rear of White Horse Cottage.
There were no objections. There were no objections to tree work
requested at Church Rise, Rectory Hill or Crooked Cottage, Water Lane.
Neighbourhood Plan: The team had made site visits of potential
development sites in order to establish an order of preference. A
landscape appraisal was due to be provided in the next few days. A
Neighbourhood Forum meeting will be held on 21 February 2018 at
Botesdale Village Hall at 7.30pm to give everyone an update on progress.
Chairman’s Report: The Vehicle Activated Sign is waiting for a new
battery to be received. Post Meeting Note: a new battery has been bought
and the sign is now up and working again. Data from the sign will be
analysed during the next few months.
Clerk’s Report: The legal order for the yellow lines in Rickinghall and
Botesdale is due in January 2018 for a 3-week timescale. Hopefully after
this time there will be some progress and the villages will have the yellow
lines needed to manage the various parking issues.
Correspondence: There were a couple of letters regarding the traffic
accident on The Street. A discussion was held as to what could be put in
place to try and prevent further accidents happening. Further '30' signs
could be painted on the road or 'SLOW' signs could be used. However, it
was also noted that drivers must drive responsibly, adhere to the speed
limits but also be aware that the 30 limit is not a target to reach. Some
parts of the village roads need to be driven slower than 30 in order to be
safe.

minimum requirements. In layman’s terms this may provide free School
transport to the most local School, geographically. Potentially children
from our local villages who attend Hartismere may be offered free
transport to Diss High School only. There were concerns from Cllrs and
Public that if this option was pursued, the increase in parents opting to
drive their children to Hartismere would surely make travel into and around
that area even harder than the current gridlock, as well as being
environmentally damaging. Please have your say at www.suffolk.gov.uk/
schooltravel before the deadline on February 28th 2018.
Planning: The owner of Bell Hill House spoke relating to the applications
for planning for the former Newsagent / Post Office. The planning
application and listed building application, proposing a Pizza take-away
shop, was heard in Planning Committee on January 3rd 2018, having been
‘called in’ for greater scrutiny previously. During the application process,
new details were added, which resulted in the Planning Committee
deferring a decision in order to allow further consultation from the public. It
was noted there are already some 50+ formal ‘objections’ and 1 ‘neutral’
comment recorded on-line. The strength of public feeling is very clear with
both District Cllr Derek Osbourne and County Cllr Jessica Fleming attuned
to this. As a Parish Council we had only been formally notified of the
extended consultation period for the listed building application. Cllr
Nicolaas Joubert, with historic building expertise, will further review the
application but initial concerns relate to preserving the fabric of the
building, increased fire risk and issues with flue venting. The Mid-Suffolk
Planning Committee will be attending the site on January 24th 2018, with
the next Planning Committee scheduled for January 31st 2018. Anybody
can add further comments on-line for these applications.
The meeting continued, noting permission had been granted for ‘up to 5’
new dwellings on Rectory Hill and there were observations the Bottle Bank
area was again very messy. There were reported incidents of cars being
‘keyed’ in the village, a reported incident at Snape Hill relating to the
travellers camped there, as well as a report from a local resident to the
Clerk, stating they were highly supportive of the travellers at Snape Hill.
Cllr Gillian Crossley-Holland proposed a litter pick date for April 21st 2018,
and Cllr Nick Free confirmed he could be contacted for Public Rights of
Way issues, having managed to walk 50% of our network so far, with 5
signposts noted as damaged and ‘down’. The meeting closed at 21:37.

RICKINGHALL PARISH COUNCIL’S NEXT
MEETING IS ON
THURSDAY 1st FEBRUARY
at 7.30 pm
AT RICKINGHALL VILLAGE HALL

---------- ○ -----------

All residents are very welcome
www.rickinghall.onesuffolk.net

Report for January 2018 - Councillor Nick Free
The first Parish Council meeting of 2018 was opened at 19:30 by the
Chairman, receiving apologies from Cllr Dominic Elbert. All other council
members were present, along with the Clerk, District and County Cllrs and
five members of the Public.
The agenda moved swiftly through formalities into the Public Forum, which
lasted around 55 minutes in total. During her updates, County Cllr Jessica
Fleming raised the School Transportation consultation. A core driver is to
reduce cost, with one option being to scale back services to meet legal

Your Clerk is :

Mrs Leeann Jackson-Eve
Wayside Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane
Botesdale, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 1DL
Tel : 01379 890 141
Email : rickinghall_pc@btopenworld.com
Please contact DURING OFFICE HOURS ONLY
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EYE FLOORING
Making Luxury Affordable www.eyeflooring.co.uk
Domestic & Contract Flooring Specialists
*Carpets *Vinyls *Safety Flooring
*Carpet Cleaning
The Old Theatre, Broad Street, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7AF

01379 870190 / 07850 573366

Patrick Stone — Wrought Iron Specialist
Individual Handcraft Wrought Ironwork
No 2 Falcons Hall Cottage
Rickinghall, Diss,
Norfolk IP22 1LP
Tel / Fax: 01379 897256
Mobile: 07771 536 251

Including Hand Made Fitted & Free-Standing Kitchens
in
OAK * PINE * RUSTIC PLANK *
RECLAIMED & DRIFTWOOD TIMBERS

www.thepinehousecompany.co.uk
Tel/Fax 01359 235030
information@thepinehousecompany.co.uk
Spinney Garage, Stowlangtoft near Bury St Edmunds, IP31 3JS

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm, Closed Tuesday
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St Mary’s Redgrave Church
St Mary's Redgrave Cleaning will be March 1st 2018,
(Feb 1st 2018, cancelled)
St Mary's Redgrave will be open Sat Apr 7th
10am to 12

Thank You
Jean and Ian Baird would like to thank all friends and
neighbours for their kind messages and support following the death of Jean’s father, John (Jack) Chapman on
November 30th 2017.
Thank you to Rev Chris Norburn for conducting the
service at West Suffolk Crematorium on December
Monty and Pam Cornell

Orders for the Mid-Winter Oil Purchase
need to

After more than three decades, Monty and Pam decided to resign from their many roles at Rickinghall Village Hall at the end of 2017.
The community has very much benefited from their
efforts over the years, and has every reason to be grateful for their commitment and enthusiasm.
The current Hall Management Committee, and no
doubt past members as well, do thank them for their
long service, and of course wish both of them every
health and happiness in their retirement.

be with

David Sloan by Saturday 24 February
David will place the order on the following
Monday, the 26th

One of the jobs they have looked after between them
has been Booking Secretary, and so there is now a new
'phone number for all Rickinghall Village Hall enquiries and bookings.

Deliveries should all be complete by Friday 16th
March, and probably by Friday 9th March

This is 0770 996 2658, or email rickinghallvh@gmail.com

Please let David know when ordering if a delay
would create a problem.

A BIG THANK YOU !!
On behalf of the Rickinghall Day Centre members we
would like to offer our sincere thanks to the Rickinghall Woman's Institute for generously funding our
Christmas Party Lunch on December 13th.
The very good meal was prepared by the Bell Inn and
thoroughly enjoyed by all.
We would also like to thank David Freeman for his
musical entertainment over the last year which gives
us all a great deal of pleasure.
Regards,
All of the Day Centre members and helpers.

As always, 'Fill' orders will be boosted by about
10% to cover the unknown quantity.
Any amount that cannot be delivered will be refunded.
There is a minimum order quantity of 500 litres.
As always, e-mail is preferred, at:
botesdaleoil@gmail.com
If that is impossible, then call me on:
01379 890952
Leave a message if there is nobody home.
I will always reply to messages, either e-mail or
'phone, within 2 days. If I do not, try again. Sometimes
messages don't get through.

There is a dead man in the middle of a
field, nothing is around him and there
are no footprints of any sort. There is an
unopened package next to him. How did
he die? HINT: As he approached the
field he knew he was going to die.

The Summer order will be at the end of July 2018.

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Karen Lawrence
Basketmaker

DOROTHY SINFIELD
UPHOLSTERY

Willow * Rush* Cane

VineHouse,ChurchHill, Hoxne

* Commissions
Undertaken
* Courses Available
* Traditional and
contemporary baskets

Eye, Suffolk. IP22 5AT.

www.karenlawrencebasketry.com

THAT CHAIR , SETTEE ,
CU RTAINS / BLINDS,
CUSHIONS ANY TYPE OF SOFT
FURNISHINGS /
UPHOLSTERY

Handmade in Redgrave from
English Willow and Rush

FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION
CALL 01379 668 545

01379 890897

SALLY SMITH

PICTURE FRAMING
BY CAROLA SETTLE

Made to Measure Home Furnishings

Quality mounting & framing of prints,
photographs, paintings, embroideries etc.,
at competitive prices.
Friendly advice & professional service.

Curtains, Blinds, Cushions,
Curtain Alterations
Please contact Sally Smith on 01379 898767

Stanwell House, High Street, Gislingham,
Eye, Suffolk. IP23 8JE
Tel: 01379 783 415

ssmith091@btinternet.com
The Uplands, The Street, Rickinghall, IP22 1DZ

The garden room

Restoration of
Fine Antique Furniture

www.the-gardenroom.co.uk

Chic Vintage & Contemporary
Danish & French Shabby Chic items
for the Home and Garden

Restoration or conservation is carried out sympathetically
using traditional materials wherever possible.
Gilding
Veneering
French polishing
Leather Desk Inserts & many other restoration processes
Local collection service

Buy online or at our Suffolk Retail Shop

Did you know we are also an ebay power
seller? Please visit our ebay store ...
www.stores.ebay.co.uk/The-Garden-Room-1

The Garden Room
110 High Street
Needham Market, Suffolk, IP6 8DW

Please contact Roger Castro on 01359 259643

01449 723412 / 01379 898646
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The Glory of the Garden
OUR England is a garden that is full of stately views,
Of borders, beds and shrubberies and lawns and avenues,
With statues on the terraces and peacocks strutting by;
But the Glory of the Garden lies in more than meets the eye.
For where the old thick laurels grow, along the thin red wall,
You'll find the tool- and potting-sheds which are the heart of all
The cold-frames and the hot-houses, the dung-pits and the tanks,
The rollers, carts, and drain-pipes, with the barrows and the planks.
And there you'll see the gardeners, the men and 'prentice boys
Told off to do as they are bid and do it without noise ;
For, except when seeds are planted and we shout to scare the
birds,
The Glory of the Garden it abideth not in words.
And some can pot begonias and some can bud a rose,
And some are hardly fit to trust with anything that grows ;
But they can roll and trim the lawns and sift the sand and loam,
For the Glory of the Garden occupieth all who come.
Our England is a garden, and such gardens are not made
By singing:-" Oh, how beautiful," and sitting in the shade
While better men than we go out and start their working lives
At grubbing weeds from gravel-paths with broken dinner-knives.
There's not a pair of legs so thin, there's not a head so thick,
There's not a hand so weak and white, nor yet a heart so sick
But it can find some needful job that's crying to be done,
For the Glory of the Garden glorifieth every one.
Then seek your job with thankfulness and work till further orders,
If it's only netting strawberries or killing slugs on borders;
And when your back stops aching and your hands begin to harden,
You will find yourself a partner In the Glory of the Garden.

So much has happened over the past two months! Not only
have we bought the pub, but considerable progress has already
been made with the refurbishment thanks to the hard work of so
many wonderful volunteers. The three bedroomed
accommodation upstairs is almost complete now, and the
flooring up there is due to be laid before this issue of the
magazine is printed. Additionally, chimneys have been swept,
the boiler serviced and the electrics inspected. More visibly, the
signage has now been removed in preparation for repair work
and re-painting.
We were very fortunate receiving a good number of high quality
applications for the positions of Manager and Chef and now
look forward to Georgina Earland and Naomi Miller-Howard
joining us to take the Cross Keys forward as our community
pub. They commence on 22nd January. We wish them every
success and look forward to sampling Naomi’s cooking!
Despite busily decorating, we still found time for a night of
celebration just before Christmas – and what a night it was!
Having been billed as ‘low key’ and a ‘limited bar’, the pub was
heaving with countless people arriving to share a truly
memorable evening. Special thanks go to everyone who helped
with the cleaning beforehand, or brought along plates of food
and Christmas decorations to add to the party atmosphere.
The downstairs refurbishment is now well underway, but the
kitchen still needs quite a bit of attention to bring it up to
standard so it is still too early to provide an official opening
date. Nonetheless, it will be worth waiting for!

Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees
That half a proper gardener's work is done upon his knees,
So when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray
For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away!
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away !
Rudyard Kipling

Answer—failed parachute
Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Experienced Reflexologist in Rickinghall
A good all round treatment which may help conditions
such as : hormonal problems, digestive problems, people living with cancer and long term debilitating
illnesses, breathing disorders, stress & anxiety,
pregnancy and many other ailments.

Foot care in the comfort of your own home
Sherralyn Blakely TCFCP dip
Foot care specialist

Lisa Howlett MBRA

Friendly and professional service

(Qualified 1999 Bayly School of Reflexology)

Nails cut
Hard skin removed
Callouses, corns, fungal nail, ingrown nails treated

Also offering Indian Head massage and Hopi Ear candle treatments,
Full client confidentiality assured

For more information and advice or to book an appointment
please call Lisa on
07989 565210 or 01379 898028

Call for more details : 0787 664 8667

The Foot Health Clinic

Enquiries: Jill on 01379 897055 or 07800 639 141
A great way to have a fun workout and enjoy exciting
Latin sounds.

in the comfort of your own home

Mondays @ 10am Rickinghall village hall
Tuesdays @ 6pm Rickinghall village hall
Thursdays @ 6pm Rickinghall village hall

Professional treatment of foot related discomfort
including:
Corns.
Callus.
Cracked heels
Thickened nails
Fungal infection
Ingrown nails
Athletes foot
Verrucas
Nail cutting

All classes £6 per session (2 in same week £10)
This is an exciting dance craze, which will keep you fit, shape your
body, burn those calories and gives the opportunity to learn dances
such as the Cha Cha, Charleston, Quick Step, Tango, Jive & Waltz.
Suitable for people of all ages and ability, and, what’s more,
you don’t need a partner!

Call David today for an appointment on 07503091122

Mondays
Fridays

David Casey
SAC Dip.FHPT.FHPP.

@ 7pm Garboldisham village hall
@ 10am Palgrave village hall

Yoga

French & German Tutoring

LEARN FRENCH

English Tutoring

Is your child ready for the new
French/German GCSE?

In Kenninghall
With experienced
Teacher
(native speaker)

Need to boost your child’s
literacy skills?
Are they preparing for Key Stage
2 or 3 SATS; GCSE English
Language, English Literature or
Media Studies; A Level Language
or Literature?
One-to-one (or small group)
English tutoring available from
an honours graduate with over
20 years teaching experience.

Tuesdays 7.15
pm—9.00 pm
Term time only
Join any time!
All abilities welcome
£42 for each block of 6 weeks

For more details, please call Sue
on 01379 890539 (eves) or
07493 880577
(CRB checked. References
available, on request.)

For more information
please ring Julie on
01359 221655
or email

Whether your child is already in
years 10/11, or is in year 9 or below
and would like a head start, I can
offer one-to-one tuition.
I am a graduate with 10 years
teaching experience and thorough
knowledge of the requirements of
the new GCSE syllabus.

For more information, please
contact Louise on 01379 423059
or 07951 455323.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN
All levels, emphasis on
speaking
Individual tuition
or group tutorials
telephone or Skype tuition
veroniquegordon@gn.apc.org
www.lefrancaisenchante.com
Tel : 01953 887 521

P J Music
Would you like to
advertise in this magazine,
from just £40 a year?

at
Botesdale
Village Hall

Wayside Cottage, Chapel Lane,
Botesdale, Diss, Norfolk,

Music Books, Instruments and Accessories
Recorders, Guitars, Ukuleles, Music Stands, Violins,
Tuners, Strings, Tutor Books, Easy Tune Books,

Country Dance Books, Amplifiers, Leads, Plectrums.

If interested, please contact

Guitar Lessons Beginners to Advanced

adverts@rbrparishmag.com

E-mail - pjmusic@btinternet.com

01379 890088 – 07968 687011
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As there has been a double issue
of the Parish Magazine over the
Christmas period, there is twice as
much to report now ... since my
last comment we have had two
Coffee mornings at Parkview
Chapel.

HERITAGE CIRCLE
Stuart Bowell – History from old photographs
Stuart Bowell gave a very interesting talk about
the early development of photography and the
historical value of surviving photographs at the
November meeting of the Heritage Circle at
Rickinghall Village Hall.
In his introduction, Stuart explained that some
technical advances in the use of chemicals for
photography dated from the mid-1830s. The developments were often made
by gentleman amateurs, like William Henry Fox Talbot. However, by 1860
photography was well established. Major towns and cities had professional
photographers listed in local business directories. They often combined
photography with other artistic work or picture framing. Some travelling fairs
had photographers who took photographs of family groups. By the 1860s
there were well established photographic societies, like those in Norwich.

The first was in December and a few people were
very keen and arrived just after 9am - they were
more organised than I was, as I spent some 20
minutes trying to get my car off the drive in all the
frost! They were rewarded by an early coffee and
cake and the room gradually filled up with proud
parents and grandparents of our soon to arrive choir!
The children arrived at 10am prompt and, having
stood in beautifully neat lines, they were asked to
"put on their smiles" which they duly did! The singing
was delightful and, having spoken to one of the
parents, I was told how much they enjoyed coming
up to sing for us - just to let them know that we really
appreciate their efforts, as well as the time put in by
their hard working teachers. It is something of a
tradition now and we hope it will continue. Thanks!

There were many early photographers in East Anglia. Several worked in
Ipswich and we are fortunate that some of their fragile photographic plates
have been preserved in local museums and archives. For example, in the
1960s the Suffolk Record Office bought the collection of Richard Dykes
Alexander’s photographs of Ipswich which date from the 1850s. Similarly, it
preserves the photographs Cleer Algar took of Diss and the Waveney Valley in
the mid-19th Century.
There were some photographs of the Crimean War (1854-56) but the
American Civil War (1861-65) was the first conflict to be well documented.
Early photography had the problem of taking cumbersome equipment into the
streets or countryside. In addition, it needed for the people or animals to be
absolutely still for a period of time otherwise the image was blurred. These
difficulties were gradually overcome by the late 19 th Century, a time when the
police began to take photographs for criminal records.

The charity that we were supporting was "Crisis for
Christmas" and many of you will be aware that this
brilliant organisation opens its doors to feed folks
over the Christmas period in many of the cities
around the country, but it isn't just that though. They
also organise various services and support agencies
to have a presence there, in the hope that they will
be able to support the homeless in their move away
from the streets and assist with whatever other
needs they may have. Your donations totalled
£90.00 and as always your kindness astounds me.
Thank you so much.

Photographs are a valuable historical source as they provide evidence of how
life was in the past. Surviving photographs show changes in fashion, transport
and the nature of work. Stuart Bowell showed a number of images which were
full of fascinating detail. A number were street scenes from the late 19th
Century. Buildings, such as the Rising Sun Inn in Bury St Edmunds have
barely changed and features like a hayloft and a carriage entrance have been
adapted for modern needs. Photographs of roads in Ipswich illustrated the
gradual evolution of transport. Horse drawn buses and trams were slowly
replaced by electric trams with overhead wires. About 1906, the tram rails in
Ipswich were removed and trolley buses were introduced as they were more
manoeuvrable. One photograph showed the last trolley bus in the town in
1963. Horses were also used on the railways, for example for shunting at
Woodbridge and for moving the level crossing at Halesworth. A photograph of
a work’s outing had a crowded charabanc pulled by three horses. This image
also hinted at the presence of different social groups as one man, possibly a
clerk, was wearing a straw boater.

And then in January.... this month we were
supporting, as we always do in January, the work of
Centre Point. For anyone who buys the Big Issue on
a regular basis, you will know that this charity works
with the homeless in London and other places. Not
only do they offer shelter for those who have no
home, but they also offer counselling and support to
get them off the streets and back into a life where
they feel valued. Whilst our donations this morning
were slightly lower than usual - of the order of £68 - it
is these small donations that can make a big
difference. Thank you and we wish those of you who
were not able to come this morning a speedy return either to health if you are suffering, or simply to
Coffee on the Corner - we missed you!

Photographs can record significant events. There was an image of the last
election hustings at Bury St Edmunds about 1868. A large group of
predominantly well-dressed men, many with top hats, were watching a
platform set up in front of the Angel Hotel from which votes were being cast.
The use of a secret ballot for voting was introduced in 1872. Two other
photographs showed the collection of first old age pension payments in
Framlingham and Wickhambrook in 1909. One of these was a postcard.
Stuart Bowell did warn of the need to be cautious in interpreting images. A
school photograph had all of the boys smartly dressed in their best clothes and
wearing boots. They may not always have looked like this.

If you feel you would like to know more about our
coffee shop or any of the happenings at Parkview
Chapel, do please call me on 01379 890423 or Kevin
Gladwell at the Chapel on 01379 898924.

The next meeting of the Heritage Circle will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 28
February at The Village Hall, Rickinghall. Geoffrey Robinson will give a talk
entitled Shakespeare Buff. Further information about the Heritage Circle is
available on its website, www.heritagecircle.onesuffolk.net

Sue Allen

Gerry Gurhy

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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BOTESDALE

Traditional Fish & Chips

MONDAY CLOSED
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY
SUNDAY

Tel: 01379 898 543

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

4.00
4.00
11.30 am - 1.30 pm 4.00
4.00

- 9.30 pm
- 9.30 pm
- 10.00 pm
- 9.00 pm

February Calendar
Thursday

1st

9:00am
9:30am
10:00am
6:00pm
7:30pm

Friday

2nd

Saturday

Sunday

Church cleaning
RABBATS
St Nicholas Hospice Care: Drop in
Zumba
Rickinghall Parish Council

Redgrave St Mary’s
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Health Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

10:00am
8:00pm
12:00 noon

Positive Steps
Dance classes
Watercooler

Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall
The Bell Inn

3rd

10:00am
10:00am
10:00-4:00
10:30-1:00
2:00pm

Church open
Church open
Beekeeping
Guided Fen Walk
Grand Jumble Sale

St Mary’s Redgrave
Rickinghall Inferior
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Rickinghall Village Hall

4th

10:00-3:00

Marmalade making

Redgrave & Lopham Fen

Zumba
Needle craft
Slimming World
Botesdale Parish Council

Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall

th

Monday

5

10:00am
2:00pm
5:30pm
7:30pm

Tuesday

6th

9:45-10:45
6:00pm
7:15pm
7:30pm

Pilates
Zumba
Yoga and relaxation
Julie’s Aerobics

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botedesdale Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

Wednesday

7th

9:30am
10:00am
10:00-12:00
7:30pm

Mobile Library
Redgrave Art Club
Day Centre
Volunteer recruiting
Redgrave Parish Council

Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Redgrave Activities Centre

Thursday

8th

9:30am
9:30am
10:00-4:00
12:30pm
6:00pm
7:30pm

Headspace
RABBATS
Two colour woodblock printing
Phoenix Luncheon club
Zumba
Women’s Institute

All Saints Redgrave
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

Friday

9th

9:15am
10:00am
7:30pm
8:00pm

Rickinghall Ramblers
Positive Steps
Whist Drive
Dance Classes

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Bowls Club
Botesdale Village Hall

Saturday

10th

9:00am
10:30-12:30

Farmers’ market
Wildlife Watch group

Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen

Monday

12th

10:00am
2:00pm
5:30pm

Zumba
Needle craft
Slimming World

Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
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Tuesday

13th

9:00am
9:30am
10:00-2:00
6:00pm
7:30pm
7:00pm

Coffee on the corner
Macmilland information & advice
Super furry animals
Zumba
Julie’s Aerobics
Redgrave & District Ladies club

Parkview Chapel
Parkview Chapel
Redbrave & Lopham Fen
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave Activities Centre

Wednesday

14th

9:30am
10:00am
2:00-4:00

Redgrave Art Club
Day Centre
Family Activity: Nest box building

Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen

Thursday

15th

9:30am
10:00-2:00
6:00pm

RABBATS
Young Naturalists
Zumba

Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Rickinghall Village Hall

Friday

16th

10:00am
8:00pm

Positive Steps
Dance Classes

Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall

Saturday

17th

10:00am
7:00 for 7:30pm

Church open
WARTS Valentine Variety Evening

Rickinghall Inferior
Botesdale Village Hall

Monday

19th

9:15am
10:00am
2:00pm
5:30pm

Rickinghall Ramblers
Zumba
Needle craft
Slimming World

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall

Tuesday

20th

9:45-10:45
6:00pm
7:15pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Pilates
Zumba
Yoga and relaxation
Julie’s Aerobics
Progressive Whist Drive

Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave Activities Centre

Wednesday

21st

9:30am
9:30am
10:00am
2:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

Headspace
Redgrave Art Club
Day Centre
Methodist Wives club Bring & Buy
Redgrave N’bourhood Plan (NP) meeting
Botesdale/Rickinghall NP Forum Meeting

All Saints Redgrave
Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Methodist Church
Redgrave Activities Centre
Botesdale Village Hall

Thursday

22nd

9:30am
9:30am
6:00pm
7:00pm

Headspace
RABBATS
Zumba
Redgrave Garden Club Spring Dinner

All Saints Redgrave
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
The Kings Head, North Lopham

Friday

23rd

10:00am
10:00-12:30
8:00pm

Positive Steps
Time to Paint
Dance Classes

Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Botesdale Village Hall

Saturday

24th

10:00am
8:00pm

Church open
Country & Western Dancing

Rickinghall Inferior
Rickinghall Village Hall

Monday

26th

10:00am
2:00pm
5:30pm

Zumba
Needle craft
Slimming World

Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall

Tuesday

27th

9:45-10:45
10:00am
10:30-2:30
12 noon
6:00pm
7:15pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Pilates
Coffee down the Lane
Activity Day for home-educated children
Luncheon Club 898615/619
Zumba
Yoga and relaxation
Julie’s Aerobics
Birds, Whales and More in NZ

Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Methodist Church
Redgrave & Lopham Fen
Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Botesdale Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall
Redgrave & Lopham Fen

Wednesday

28th

9:30am
10:00am
7:30pm

Redgrave Art Club
Day Centre
Heritage Circle

Redgrave Activities Centre
Rickinghall Village Hall
Rickinghall Village Hall

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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House Name Plaques
& Weathervanes

WATER SOFTENERS
New Installations ~ Repairs & Service to all Brands
Drinking Water Filters ~ Taps ~ Salt Deliveries

Designs moulded in relief and cast in
aluminium
Range of traditional designs available
Individual commissions taken
Brochure available

A D Veale Water Treatment Ltd (est. 1981)

01379 871020
www.adveale.com

Tel : 01379 651148

Your LOCAL Water Softener Specialist
(Brome, Suffolk, IP23 8AL)

Email : johntacey@btinternet.com

Mob: 07523 051481 Tel: 01379 898911

Local family run business. 30 years of experience
and a team of committed craftsmen to help you
Carpentry and Joinery
Asbestos Removal
Garage Conversions
Fitted Kitchens
Small Renovations

Plastering and Rendering
Painting and Decorating
Interior and Exterior Decoration
Project Management

01284 386899 or 07810 353426
info@phihome.co.uk www.phihome.co.uk

Local Sand & Gravel
• Sand - Soft/Sharp

available all year round, cut
& split to your requirements

01359 221287 daytime
or 07946 595126 mob

• Shingle/Gravel 10, 20 or 40mm
• Cobbles/Flints
• Ballast - 10mm or 20 mm
• Crushed - Hardcore/Type 1
• Topsoil - Screened/as Dug
• Small trucks for easy
excess (6 ft wide)
• Mini Digger Hire
• Mini High Tip Dumper Hire

Call 01379 898 894 today
to book your local
delivery or Email:
localsandandgravel
@gmail.com
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Barwoods Report for February 2018

NUMBER RIDDLES

As I write (1st Jan) the birds are singing
as
if it were spring. It is unseasonably mild and early bulbs have
been showing their spears for a couple of weeks in my garden
despite the sharp frost that visited us briefly before Christmas. However the snowdrops in Miller’s Orchard have not
appeared yet - a difference in the microclimate of these two
places.

1.A marathon runner
timed himself and found that if he
wore a white outfit he ran 20 miles in
80 minutes but when he wore a black
outfit it took him an hour and twenty
minutes to run the same distance.
What are the implications for his next
race?

We will be out in Northfield Wood next weekend, the first
Sunday of January, tending the young trees and planting saplings - native seedlings from our own gardens or gifts from
other people. Now is the time to put them in; the ground is
full of moisture after the rain.

2.What is the least number of chairs
needed around a table to seat four
fathers, two grandfathers and four
sons?

We have applied successfully for a grant from the Sapphire
Fund to buy a good strimmer, which will allow us to share the
strimming duties. Until now Patrick has been doing it all
with his own strimmer. It is a lot of work for one person and
also adds to the wear and tear on his equipment.

3.A car’s odometer shows 72927 miles-a
palindromic number. What is the minimum number of miles you would
need to travel to form another?

Are you aware that there are similar projects nearby: community spaces, woods and meadows cared for by the residents for the residents? Stanton, Elmswell, Kenninghall,
Braiseworth, Eye, Diss, to name but a few. They are all open
to the public and worth a visit.
Rosemary Jones

4.How many times can you subtract 5
from 25?

REDGRAVE AMENITIES TRUST

5.Two men were playing tennis. They
played 5 sets and each man won 3
sets. How is this possible?

THEATRE CLUB

The Redgrave and District Theatre Club annual
Review with cheese and wine will be held in

6.When asked how old she was, Sue replied, “In two years I will be twice as
old as I was five years ago. How old
is she?

Redgrave Activities Centre
On Thursday February 15th at
7.30pm

At this meeting members choose which productions
they want to go to see this year whilst enjoying a
pleasant social evening. The club is open to anyone in
the local area and family membership is only £5.00 per
annum. Anyone who thinks they would like to join us
will be made most welcome. We hope to see you there.

7.How far can a dog run into the woods?
8.A farmer has 17 sheep and all but 9 of
them die. How many are left alive?

CALLING ALL
CLUBS
AND SOCIETIES

Your parish magazine team would love to have your news and reports.
Please send them to email address on P3
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UNDER ONE ROOF

Property Maintenance,
Alterations & Renovations

Specialist in all types of paving
& hard landscaping, driveways, patios,
ornamental garden walls, pressure
washing, water features, drainage
and fencing

Specialist Carpentry &
Timber Frame
Domestic & Commercial

A family run business with over 20 years of on the job
experience

Mark 07703 418120
Redgrave

Fast professional service.
Fully insured and all work guaranteed

mskservices@outlook.com

Call Mark for a friendly visit and a free quotation

Project Management
Handyman – hourly charge
Patio & Paving Cleaning
Fully insured & DBS checked

www.mskservices.co.uk

01379677027 OR MOBILE 07768636618

Interior/Exterior Plastering
Coving
Floor and wall tiling
Painting and decorating
For a free estimate:- Phone: 01379 644320

Mobile: 07842780610

Email: dsharmanplastering@gmail.com Web: www.dsharmanplastering.co.uk

BRYANT BROS BUILDERS
A local family firm serving the community
with over 57 years experience in :





General building repairs
Patios and fencing
Interior and exterior decoration
Kitchen and bathroom installations
Wall and floor tiling
Enquiries to 01379 898806 or email

FRANK DAVEY LTD. (EST 1998)
Asphalt and Civil Engineering
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVED CONTRACTOR

DRIVEWAYS & DROPPED KERBS
ENTRANCES AND ACCESSES
ALL TYPES OF GROUND WORKS
HOT TAR SPRAYING
PATCHING / REINSTATING
LORRY / DIGGER HIRE
Ariesmead, Garden House Lane, Rickinghall, Diss, Norfolk, Ip22 1EA
Email : frankdaveyltd@hotmail.co.uk
Tel : 01379 898371. Fax : 01379 898798. Mob : 07940 530955

bryantbros1@gmail.com

Paul Jenner
 01379 898 536

Block Paving & Patio Specialist

 07947 405 670
All other types of driveways constructed
Also garden walling, pathways, fencing, foundations &
drainage
Micro digger & driver for hire will fit through a standard gateway

To help with all building needs
Extensions, Conversions & Renovations
Kitchens and Bathrooms  Tiling, Flooring
Painting and Decorating  Plastering Services
 Fencing, Paths, Patios  and much more

20 years experience
Full public liability
insurance

1 Church Meadow, Rickinghall
e-mail: pjalljobs@btinternet.com
www.pjalljobs.co.uk

Tel: 01359 250 496
Mob: 0799 0502 354

E-mail: geewebster1966@gmail.com

26

Jean Sheehan, 01379 890237

St. Marys Redgrave – Church Bells
Redgrave Bells away for Refit
The 6 bells and bell-frame at St Mary Redgrave were carefully
dismantled between November 20 and 23 and have gone to
Nicholsons for repair of the frame and minor works to the bells.
Reinstallation is expected, complete with new fittings, in 2018.

Wincen of Walsham le Willows who also was part of the team of
ringers at the opening.
Days of Eye was started in 1802 and their 1908 record of
testimonials shows that they had done work on 70 churches in
Suffolk, 70 churches in Norfolk and at least 40 further afield. The
firm closed in 1952 on the death of Hubert Day.
Chris Davies tower captain & Bob Hayward
---------- ○ ---------Chris Davies and Bob Hayward have written the above article
about the latest development to the bells after several years of
negotiations with English Heritage and the Churches Conservation
Trust on behalf of Redgrave Church Heritage Trust.

The refurbishment has been made possible by a generous bequest
by Albert Driver who rang the Redgrave bells for 80 years. The last
time the bells were refitted was in 1898 by Frederick Day of
bellhangers George Day & Son of Eye. That was reported in The
Bell News and Ringing Record of November 26, 1898. When the
bells were reopened the first company to ring included Frederick
and George Day of Eye and James Driver of Redgrave. The Driver
connection spanned 3 generations.
The bells, frame, and fittings have remained unchanged since 1898
and the frame and fittings were near the end of their useful life.
The Churches Conservation Trust which owns St Mary’s Redgrave
decided not to add bells to the existing ring which would have
required a new frame but to repair and strengthen the old frame to
the highest standards.
It had been originally proposed to add more bells on a new steel
frame and rebuild the old frame and fittings for exhibit in the silence
chamber below. The dilemma of potentially losing a complete set
of 1898 Days of Eye fittings has been mitigated by the local
Redgrave Church Heritage Trust retaining one complete set of
headstock, wheels, slider, pulley, and bearings for exhibit in the
silence chamber together with photographs plus a short story of
Days of Eye. The dating is very accurate with the gunmetal
bearings stamped F.Day Eye 1898.
Five of the bells are from 1736 by Thomas Newman of Norwich and
the sixth by Thomas Osborn of Downham Market dated 1785.
The church tower blew down in 1782 and was replaced by the
current one in 1784 and the bell frame seems to have been made
in the estate workshop 300 metres from the church from estate
oaks. The bell frame is made of interlocking trusses which can
each be lifted up or down the tower through hatches in the floors.
The bellhanger who rehung the bells on the frame was William

At the time of a survey of all the bells in Suffolk in 1553, in the
reign of Edward Vl, there were 3 ‘great’ bells in the parish of
Redgrave-cum-Botesdale. It is possible that these bells were
recast by Charles Newman in 1691, when he cast 5 bells.
Thomas Newman, his son, recast them again in 1736 when the
tenor bell had been broken and the inscription read ‘CHARLES
NEWMAN MADE ME 1691 GOLDSMITH CHVRCH W.D. The four
other bells only mentioned the maker, not the churchwarden. After
recasting, the inscription on the bells can still be read clearly which
are all inscribed ‘THOMAS NEWMAN OF NORWICH MADE ME
1736’. The tenor bell also mentions John Munns and John
Goldsmith who were the Church Wardens at the time. John
Goldsmith may have been a descendant of John Goldsmith of
Redgrave, a bell founder who was buried in Redgrave churchyard
in 1714, although he did not make any bells for Redgrave. A
treble bell was added in 1785 and this was made by Thomas
Osborne. The Inscription clearly reads ‘T.OSBORN FECIT 1785
CUM VOCO VENITE’.
The original tower of the church collapsed in the 1620s and was
rebuilt in 1640 with red bricks from Redgrave brick kiln. A drawing
of this tower by John Ives exists in the Lewis Walpole Library, Yale
University. Unfortunately this tower also collapsed in 1782.
Rowland Holt of Redgrave Hall had the hall re-designed in Suffolk
white brick by Capability Brown in the 1760s and he also
landscaped the parkland and widened the river to form a
serpentine lake. Rowland paid to have a new church tower built in
white brick, and it is possible that he was using this as a folly for
his landscaping. In the Holt-Wilson papers, now deposited in
Ipswich record office, are two receipts to Rowland Holt Esquire
from Richard Todd for rebuilding Redgrave steeple. One is dated
April ye 23rd 1784 for £100 and the other May ye 15 1784 for
£110. On the inside face of the North pinnacle is an inscription
which says “Todd built me 1784”. Richard Todd lived in Botesdale
at the Georgian house in Rickinghall which was Botesdale Post
Office a few years ago. Although the outside of the tower is in
Suffolk white bricks, the interior is lined with red bricks as they are
cheaper than white,
We are grateful to Bob Hayward and Chris Davies and their
helpers for all the hard work which has been entailed to keep the
bells ringing at Redgrave Church, and to Albert Driver for his
generous bequest.

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Beautiful Flowers
for all occasions
Local & National Delivery
Open : Monday - Saturday
6a Angel Hill, Bury St
Edmunds, IP33 1UZ
Tel. 01284 489366
www.theflowerhutflorist.co.uk

Tel : 01379 898 549
Mob : 07767 678 673
07775 623 778

M.O.T. Testing Station
Tyres / Exhausts / Batteries
All car and light commercial servicing
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enquiries@eastcountyclassics.com

Di Maywhort, 01379 898785

Philip Astley and the Circus
This year, 2018, it will be 250 years since Philip Astley (17421814), regarded as the ‘father of the modern circus’, first
marked out a 42 foot diameter ring with a rope and started to
put on shows of trick riding with his horses in London. He had
been in the cavalry where he learnt how to train horses. After
he left the army he started a riding school but as well as an
equestrian rider he was a showman and an entrepreneur. At
that time anyone performing tricks on horseback usually rode in
a straight line Astley was the first one who thought of riding in a
circle. This meant people could watch everything that
happened. He had found that a ring which was 42 foot in
diameter allowed stunt riders galloping around it to keep their
balance through the generation of centrifugal force. This
circular area later came to be called a circus and today the
central area in a circus is still 42 feet in diameter.
Philip Astley built an amphitheatre, Astley’s Amphitheatre, to
house his riding school and in the afternoons people could
watch the performances of trick riding which he put on. At first
these performances were only of the horses and stunt riders.
However he then introduced other acts such as acrobats,
strongmen, tightrope walkers and clowns. Originally they only
performed between the various horse riding acts. But gradually
the whole entertainment was what people came to see.

Rickinghall also had some circus people bringing their animals
to overwinter here, although not on such a large scale. Both the
Bell Inn and Astley House, in Rickinghall, have had connections
with circuses. It is said that Astley House was named after a
Colonel Astley who ran a troupe of performing horses which he
used to overwinter in the fields behind the Bell Inn. It is thought
he was probably a descendant of Philip Astley. I have been
unable to find out anything else about this Colonel Astley so I
would be grateful if anyone knowing more would contact me as
it would be interesting to find out about him and his connection
to Rickinghall.
In the early 20th Century the Bell Inn was taken over by the
owner of Crick’s circus, Freddie Crick, who used to train his
animals in the field behind the inn. In the 1940s and 1950s Tom
Dunkley, one of the circus clowns who had married into the
Crick family, was the manager of The Bell. Freddie gave a cup
to the Bowls Club, which was at that time behind the Bell; this is
now known as the ‘Bell Cup’ and is still presented each year.
The actual cup was one which originally Freddie would present
to anyone who could ride his cantankerous mule for a certain
time in the circus ring. Olga Dunkley, his daughter, who had an
act with performing dogs, also trained her animals at the Bell.
(1)

Circuses became very popular in the 19th and early 20th
centuries and would tour the country going to different towns
and villages. As well as performing horses they also had other
animals, such as elephants and dogs, doing tricks. Many
circuses also had lions with lion tamers to make them perform.
By the middle of the 20th century this was considered cruel and
animal acts were phased out. Although the circuses no longer
have performing animals they still have acrobats, jugglers,
trapeze artists and of course clowns. Many circuses are being
reworked and now perform in theatres. However many still tour
with their big top tent and with the performers living in caravans.
Even now when children have electrical entertainment of all
kinds they still love the atmosphere of the circus with the
clowns and other acts.
In the past circuses did not tour in winter and would usually
‘overwinter’ in the same place each year. In Australia they
always overwintered in the twin towns that straddled the Murray
River, which is the boundary between New South Wales and
Victoria. The children of these two towns, Albury and Wodonga,
were fascinated by the circus and in the 1970s for something to
do in the winter the circus people started to teach any children
who were interested the various circus skills. A group of these
children started to tour Australia in a circus called the ‘Flying
Fruit Fly Circus’. There is now a special circus school there
where the children are taught circus skills as part of the school
curriculum. They continue to perform throughout Australia and
overseas.

Olga Dunkley with her performing dogs
This year there will be many celebrations throughout the
country to mark this 250th anniversary of the start of the circus.
Museums will be putting on special exhibitions and the New Vic
theatre has commissioned a play called ‘Astley’s Astounding
Adventures’. In July this year the Norwich Lord Mayor’s show
will be in the form of a circus with acrobats and life size
elephant puppets. There will also be a Big Top Circus festival in
Chapelfield Gardens, Norwich. Norwich and Great Yarmouth
are two of the six towns playing key roles in the Circus250
celebrations.
(1)With thanks to Arthur Bryant for this information.
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Maltings Barn
Hinderclay Road
Wattisfield
IP22 1NF
A warm welcome is guaranteed with a hand selected
range of the world’s finest wood and multi-fuel, gas
and electric stoves in our showroom. We offer expert
advice, a non-obligation survey and installation
www.nexusstoves.com
info@nexusstoves.co.uk
01379 671168
Come and visit our showroom to see
our wide range of products
Monday – Saturday: 09:00-17:00
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

Neil Worby
OF RICKINGHALL

P a i n te r an d D e co ra t o r
established over 12 years

General repairs & maintenance
 Expert, clean workmanship

Tel: 01379 890526 Mobile 07738 156 036
e-mail: neil@worby.myzen.co.uk

Painter & Decorator
Have you a problem with•Rats, Mice, Moles, Wasps or
Rabbits?
•All typical pests controlled
•For ALL your domestic / commercial
pest control
-Garden maintenance
•No obligation - free survey /quotes

Internal ~ External
Domestic ~ Commercial

Please call: 01379 788 865,
07809 226109 or 07518 731106

www.safeandsoundhygiene
andpestcontrol.co.uk

Painting & Decorating
All Interior & Exterior work undertaken
Established in Botesdale in 2005
Fully Insured
No Obligation Quotations
Friendly Reliable and Local
Tel : 01379 890050
Mobile : 07768 267501
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Bill Cordeaux Tel: 898286

I welcome feedback, do get in touch. Nyall Davies 01379 897 067

Recently some of the presenters on Radio Four’s Today programme
said that it was time that ‘thought for the day’ was done away with.
They claimed that all that was ever said was that Jesus was nice and
that we should be nice. I’m not sure what they think is wrong with
being nice but I do wonder if they had Jesus do ‘thought for the day’
whether they would come out thinking that he was nice. It isn’t a word
I’d naturally use to describe Jesus. His searing honesty wouldn’t make
him a popular participant in ‘thought for the day.’
“I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.” These are the plain words of Jesus and they
aren’t at all popular in our pluralistic society. Yet it has been the basis
of Christianity for 2000 years. It makes Christianity unique, Jesus
unique and all other claimed ways to God wrong. It even makes
atheism wrong in that through it Jesus affirmed that there was a way
to a god and that accordingly he must exist. There would undoubtedly
be repercussions after that as a thought for the day.

Welcome to another year of Bill’s Birds. Though I do not walk far these
days, I know of nearby familiar walks which may well produce some
interesting winter bird life. Near our Rickinghall home I could hear birds in
the tops of local Ash trees. I last heard and saw Siskins in Alders at
Lackford Bird Reserve not far from its Centre. High in the tops of these
trees and singing and ‘bird chattering’ to each other. Not easy to see in a
strong setting sun and a brisk wind. They have a lovely soft chatter to each
other, by way of communication in their winter flocks. In summer they stay
north and they are a charming sight at the feeders in bird reserves such as
those off the Whinlatter Pass in the Lake District. The bird is finch-sized
with lots of green plumage, especially the males.

So there you are sitting in the judgment seat and you get all sorts of
people appear before you. What are you going to do with them?

And then, believe it or not, a
Great White Egret at a muchvisited pool on the Redgrave
Fen adjoining the Redgrave
to South Lopham road at the
county boundary. This was a
thrilling sight. It’s first
appearance in Suffolk was in
1984. Much bigger than our
now
common
Little
Egret. This attractive bird,
the size of a Heron, has
Great White and Little Egret
gradually been spreading
sporadically
through
England. It has a yellow bill except in the breeding season. This was a
‘geriatric twitch’, best seen from the main road. Last ‘twitched’ by my wife
in the marshes north of Stiffkey (North Norfolk), who was also with me on
this sighting. I remember the excitement when the first Little Egret was
seen in Suffolk in the 1960’s. See how it has thrived and is now common
enough on the coast. I have seen twelve together on this mentioned
Redgrave Fen pool, also one annually in the valley below our home. What
next? When shall we see the third member of the egret family, the Cattle
Egret, named because it feeds off insects on the backs of cattle. A few
have been seen in England since 2001.

Today’s headlines include the recommendation by the parole board
that John Worboys be allowed back into society after having served
10 years in prison for raping twelve women. The police believe that he
may have done the same to over a hundred women. His victims are
described as terrified at the thought that he has been released.

One of the winter scenes I love is the appearance of flocks of Lapwings,
mostly from the Continent. This year I saw a flock of about 200 birds in
early December in the morning light over Redgrave lake. The flocks bunch
and stretch in a characteristic manner. The black and white colouring
distinguishes Lapwings from other winter flocks.

“Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” When modern
Christianity decided to quietly forget about hell, it didn’t take Jesus’
words out of the Bible. They are still there and I could almost hear the
outrage as I typed it. Assuming that the presenters meant what they
said, the obvious retort is, “Jesus is nice. He wouldn’t send anyone to
hell.”
I don’t know whether you think of yourself as nice, but try and be nice
as I give you a little thought task. The Bible says, “We must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what
is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” Now
Jesus says to you, “I want you to do my job for a while.”

Remember you are being nice and a nice Jesus wouldn’t send anyone
to hell. I presume you’d send him to the nice place.
A little while later one of his victims appears before you. You send her
to the nice place whereupon she spots the fellow that you just allowed
to go in there and exclaims, “With him in there, it will be hell.”
Judgement isn’t easy, especially righteous judgement. You cannot
have righteous judgement and unconditional mercy. That is why God
has chosen to offer pardon here on earth (in the body) for deeds done
in the body. It has to be received on earth for there is no unconditional
mercy in heaven.
God now commands all people everywhere to
repent, because he has fixed a day on which
he will judge the world in righteousness by a
man whom he has appointed; and of this he
has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.
Acts Ch.17 vs.30 & 31

I have already mentioned a Redgrave murmuration of Starlings but I
was thrilled to see a much larger one on a visit to Southwold. After a
beautiful afternoon with a setting sun over the Common and Walberswick,
we were returning home when I noticed from afar the fascinating changing
shapes of a murmuration over the Hen Reed Beds Reserve. As we
approached the zig-zag turnings of the main road, the murmuration was
overhead and we parked at the Reserve car park just in time to see the
birds dipping into the reed beds, literally in their thousands, and
immediately start their friendly chattering (do they chat to each other in
flight?). Directly overhead the sky was amass with thousands of
Starlings. What a memory to be literally surrounded by this huge gathering
of roosting birds. This flocking instinct is brought to perfection by
Starlings. Other birds have roosts but their flocking seems more of
individual birds (eg Rooks), and not ‘en masse’. This instinctive closeflocking is similar to fish shoals. It is a method of survival. If you ‘fall out of
line’ of roost or shoal there is bound to be a predator ready to pick off the
sick bird or fish.
And lastly, what about our Redwings and Field Fares? Fewer reports
except for a single Field Fare in a Rickinghall friend’s orchard. It soon
finished off the remaining apples, chattering away happily to itself or,
indeed, to the orchard owner.
As I write the New Year is upon us. The shortest day is past and we have
had one camellia flower bloom in one of our outdoor pots.
A Happy New Year

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Andy Wishart

Chimney Sweep






N.A.C.S. Member*
H.E.T.A.S. Approved
Insurance Certificates (BS 6461)
Brush & Vacuum
All Domestic Chimneys & Boilers cleaned

Diss (01379) 643181
*National Association of Chimney Sweeps

RG Landscapes
Qualified Lawn Specialists
Garden Renovation & Maintenance ~
Garden Planning & Planting ~ Hedge & Fencing
Specialists ~ Tree Management ~
All Landscaping work undertaken.
Small family run Business established over 30 years.

Call Rick on 01379 897045 or 07778 007430
for a free estimate

Eastern Landscapes

Essential Ponds & Landscapes
(Rickinghall)

The Complete Landscaping Service from Design to Construction






Pond Design & Construction • Pond Cleaning

Fencing and Decking
Patios and paths
Turfing
Garden Makeovers

Organic & Mechanical Silt Control • Plant Control & Removal
Fish & Pond Health Surveys • Full Maintenance Contracts
Natural Pond Specialists
Turf Supply & Laying • Decking • Fencing • Patios

 Tree and Hedge Care
 Constantly Recommended

01379 871252
Mobile: 0777 1675 262

Free Advice

• No Obligation Quotations

• Fully Insured

Contact Chris
01379 777365 or 07901 710107

Established over 10 years

Tree Surgery
and
Firewood Delivery

PATIOS, PATHWAYS,
TURFING, FENCING,
DRIVEWAYS, BLOCK
PAVING, SHEDS,
GARDEN CLEARANCE

CROWN LIFTING, TREE FELLING, DISMANTLING, REDUCTIONS
PRUNING, THINNING, STUMP GRINDING, HEDGE TRIMMING, FIREWOOD
GARWOOD’S OF SUFFOLK ARE DEDICATED TO PROVIDING EXCELLENCE
IN EVERY ASPECT OF OUR CRAFT. ALL OF OUR STAFF ARE FULLY
TRAINED AND INSURED, RELIABLE AND PROFESSIONAL. ALL WORK IS
CARRIED OUT RESPECTFULLY AND TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD.

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE PLEASE CALL LEE GARWOOD
Tel: 01379 890617 / 07880528142
GARWOODSOFSUFFOLK@YAHOO.COM

For a free no obligation quote
please contact us on:
Stephen Mills: 07976 485723
Nathan Mills: 07875 247684
Email: smills46@yahoo.co.uk
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Landscaping
Grass Cutting
Mower Servicing
Garden Maintenance
Hedge Cutting
Fencing Work
Tree Surgery
Seasoned Firewood by the full or
half load
Call 01379 678836 for further
details or to arrange a free quote

“In Your Garden” with Ian Shilling, Marlows Home &
Garden
February is upon us and depending on the weather, real
signs of spring should start to appear later in the month.
On days when conditions are bright, there’s enough to do
in the garden to keep us moving and warm. Vegetable
gardens may still look tatty from the autumn. Remove
annual weeds as these may be flowering and seeding
before you realise. Some preparations for vegetable
growing can be made in the warmth though. Begin
planning your plots so that similar crops are grown in
different areas to last year, with a 3-year rotation being
popular. As a rule of thumb, the three groups are;
potatoes; roots and Brassicas, and Legumes (Peas and
Beans) salad crops can fit in as required as these are
generally quick to grow and less hungry. Potatoes should
follow Brassicas, Brassicas should follow roots, and roots
should follow Potatoes.
Because the deciduous leaves have yet to flourish, it’s
easier to prune hedges, shrubs and trees at this time of
year, and before bird nesting begins. There’s a range of
tools to make the task easier, but they will all work best if
they are sharpened for the job. This applies to shears,
loppers hedge-trimmers and chainsaws. You will get a
cleaner cut, which means a reduced chance of fungal
infections, and the job will get done quicker too. Fruit
trees also need pruning at this time of year before buds
begin to ‘break’. As a rule of thumb, reduce last year’s
growth by around a third, cutting just above an outward
facing bud. Also take the opportunity to prune out dead
and diseased wood and any growth which is ‘crossing’
the centres.
Look out for early signs of emerging plants and make
sure that they aren’t obstructed by dead leaves and other
debris. Flowering stems of Hellebores, Primulas and
spring bulbs will now be rising so give them a chance to
do their best. In the vegetable plot Rhubarb will be doing
the same thing but for this it’s possible to cover the
crowns to keep the light out and the resulting bright
pinkish stems will be luscious and sweet. Rhubarb is of
course a herbaceous plant in its true sense, but for other
ornamental herbaceous plants, we’re now at the last part
of the season for dividing and re-planting.
Also emerging before very long, will be the lawnmower.
Before you need to use it, give it a quick check out to
make sure it will still start easily and that the blades are
as sharp as they should be. Sharp blades will reduce the
workload on the engine and give a finer cut.
Happy Gardening! Ian Shilling, Marlows Home &
Garden

In the Cookbook, we’d like to share your favourite
recipes with baking enthusiasts in our villages.
To include a recipe in the column below, please
send it to editor@rbrparishmag.com
Please don’t copy straight out of cookbooks—we
want to avoid problems with copyright! ☺

Fruit Loaf
Provided by Val from the W.I.
“Below is a very old recipe from the 60's, I still
make it occasionally for a change from your usual
fruit loaf.”
Ingredients
8 oz/ 227 g Self-raising flour
2 level teasp. Baking powder
4 oz/ 113 g demerara sugar
4 oz/ 113 g margarine
2 eggs
1 x 8oz/ 227 g can pineapple slices
4 oz/ 113 g sultanas
Warmed honey or syrup to glaze
1. Preheat oven to 160c. Grease and line a 2lb
loaf tin.
2. Place flour, baking powder, sugar, marg and
eggs in a bowl. Drain syrup from pineapple and
measure 6 tablespoons into the bowl. Reserve 1
and 1/2 pineapple rings for decoration and chop
remainder finely.Cut the reserved pineapple rings
in half through the thickness and then each whole
ring in half to give 6 semi circles.
3. Mix ingredients in bowl using an electric
mixer. Beat for 2 mins until mixture is smooth and
glossy. Fold in the chopped pineapple and
sultanas with a metal spoon. Spread mixture in
prepared tin and level top with a metal
spoon. Arrange the pineapple slices down the
middle of the cake slightly overlapping.
4. Bake cake in centre of oven for 1hr 50mins to 2
hours. Test by pressing with fingers.
5. When done brush cake liberally with syrup and
leave in tin to cool. When cool, remove from tin,
wrap in foil and store in airtight tin.
If you give it a try, let us know how you fared!

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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Ed Batram

GARDEN

THE GARDEN ROOM
Lady on your own?
Would you prefer an experienced Lady
Gardener?

SERVICES

Lawns - Paths - Patios
Borders - Fruit - Vegetables
Pruning - Tree Work Hedging Log Splitting Fencing Brickwork - Paving
Clearance - Design - Planting
Aftercare
Certificated/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
Tel : 01379 898203 (home)
07950923696 (mobile)

· Border Specialist · Garden Maintenance
· No job too small · Planting Plans
· R.H.S. trained Garden Designer
and Horticulturist
Please ring Marian on
01379 898646 or 01449 723412
www.the-ladygardener.co.uk

Countryside, Conservation &
Tree Services
All types of tree surgery
and garden work.
A professional and fully
insured service.

Tel: 01379 588 122
Mobile:
0777 623 5006
Adam Pickess

Specialists in : Tree Surgery, Tree Planting
Hedge Laying and Hedge Management
Woodland & Fruit Tree Management
Conservation & Landscape projects
Also Stump Grinding
Wood Chip Mulch
Mark Bleay BSc (Hons)
Telephone : 01379 651 064 Mobile : 07702 642 463
markbleay@btinternet.com
www.cctrees.co.uk
£5,000,000 public liability insurance

Eye Gardens
For all Garden
Maintenance and
Design jobs
For all quotes contact

Amanda
07732 783572
www.eyegarden
maintenance.co.uk

NICK BOBBY
TREE SERVICES





Professional Service
Competitive Rates
All aspects of tree work undertaken
Professional Hedge Cutting / Reducing

NPTC and
LANTRA
Qualified

www.nickbobbytreeservices.co.uk
Free Quotations call 01379 788 757 or 07545 989 081

DAVID PETTITT FENCING
Agricultural/Garden/Equestrian
Locally based company
Reliable, quality work
Mobile: 07771541990
Email: davidcpettitt@gmail.com

34

I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. The Spring term is now well underway and it was great to see the
children again after a two week break.
The children have settled back into school well and we continue to focus on improving the key skills through the delivery of our
broad and balanced curriculum. I have been very impressed with the art, design and music which were covered last term. It was
wonderful that three of our children were keen to play their recorders during our end of term assembly. It is such a wonderful gift
and the children not only impressed all present but also provided inspiration for others who are considering learning an
instrument.
I have been so impressed with all of the project and design work that the children have been experiencing. So much time and
effort has been put in and the learning has been absolutely amazing.
This term we will be welcoming the children from pre-school who will be joining us in September. It is so important that the
school works closely with the pre-school and starts the transition process as early as possible. It is a process that is mirrored
with our Yr6 children who also start to visit Hartismere on a more frequent basis. Good transition can help to make sure that
when children do arrive in their new setting they feel confident, safe and ready to learn.
I was delighted with our recent Ofsted report which supported and confirmed the good work we do at St Botolph’s. The report is
available to download from the school website or the Ofsted website.
I am very much looking forward to the remainder of the Spring term and the challenges it will surely bring.
Mark Cobbold, Head teacher

Consultation on School Transport - Have Your Say!
Suffolk County Council is currently running a consultation on proposed changes to school and post-16 travel policies in Suffolk,
as has been raised at January parish council meetings. The consultation runs until 28 th February 2018, and has the potential to
affect all our villages; details can be found on the Suffolk County Council website:
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/consultations-petitions-and-elections/consultations/
There are three main proposals being put forward:

Option 1 – From Sept 2019 , change the school travel policy all at once in line with legal requirements

Option 2 – From Sept 2019, introduce changes year by year in line with legal requirements

Option 3 – No changes to school travel policy, and make savings from other services
As in many things, the devil is in the detail, and in this case, the detail is in the form of a 36-page consultation document which
focuses on the legal requirement for the council to provide free transport for pupils if their nearest ‘suitable’ school that can accommodate them is more than 2 miles (up to the age of 8) or 3 miles (for pupils aged 8 to 16).
How will this affect Redgrave, Botesdale and Rickinghall?
Both Options 1 and 2 specify that the nearest suitable school to a home is ‘…regardless of whether the school is in Suffolk or in
a neighbouring county’. This means that for most children in our villages, the nearest suitable school would be in Diss, and not
Hartismere. Some primary age school may also potentially be affected.
The consequence is that Suffolk County Council could potentially be obliged to provide free travel from the villages to Diss but
not to Eye, and that seats on transport could be sold to pupils – the current average cost is £960 per year, according to the consultation document.
This could have far-reaching impacts, including increasing travel journeys to and from Hartismere, as well as imposing a financial burden on families. Potentially, the change could make our villages less attractive to young families, and lead to serious
effects on our rural communities.
If you want to have your say – you can take part in the consultation by visiting the website above. Suffolk CC is also holding a
series of consultation workshops (one in Eye on 17th January) and a ‘Have your say’ event in Bury St Edmunds on 30 th January
2018.
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01359 760 220 or 075067 06121
- oil boiler service just £ 40 + VAT
- free quotations
- bathrooms, kitchens - complete heating systems
- or simply just a dripping tap!
- boilers

 Oil, Gas and LPG boiler servicing, replacements and repairs
 Repairs to central heating system faults i.e. pumps, programmers
and cylinders
 Servicing and repairs to Rayburn, Aga, Stanley and
Esse stoves
 Landlord’s Certificates
Telephone: 01379 783427

Wickham Gate, High Street,
Gislingham, Suffolk, IP23 8JD
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TAYLORMADE BATHROOMS

Bathroom design and installation specialist.
Kitchen fitting
All aspects taken care of including tiling, flooring & plastering
All plumbing enquires welcomed
Qualified Plumber
Free estimates
Call Robert Taylor
Mobile: 07979 590528
Business: 01359 221 015
www.taylormadebathrooms.co.uk

████

KASEY PLUMBING & HEATING
Oil, Gas, LPG
& Underfloor Heating
Installation, Boiler Servicing
& Repair
General Plumbing
Bathroom Installation
Water Softeners
Landlord Certificates
C2197

LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, ESTABLISHED SPECIALISTS IN

Oil, Gas & LPG
Servicing, Breakdowns, Repairs and Installations

All makes covered including:
Grant, Worcester Bosch, Boulter Camray, HRM Wallstar, Vaillant, Baxi.

202496

01359 221108

07906 095387

,

Upper Church Farm, Finningham Road, Rickinghall, Suffolk IP22 1LP

www.boilerrepairsuffolk.co.uk

Tap Changes, Ball Valves, Shower Pumps, Water Softeners,
Hot Water Cylinders, Bathroom, Wet room & Kitchen Installs,
Radiator & Valve Replacements, Underfloor Heating,
Heating System Repairs, Renovation & New Builds.
24 Hour Emergency Cover
Professional & Reliable Service

07534 525263
01449 258254
gidneyph@outlook.com www.plumbinginsuffolk.com
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Question : When is the Fish & Chip Quiz Night?!

Redgrave &

Lopham Fen

March
Adult course: Felted sheep workshop
Friday 23 March, 10am-12.30pm
Learn the craft of needle felting with local artist Jilly
Trafford
£25, including materials
Booking essential
Activity day for home-educated children
Tuesday 27 March, 10.30am-2.30pm
For 5-9 year olds
£7 per child, booking essential
Answer : It’s Friday 23rd March. In the last magazine we
mistakenly said this would be in April - sorry!

The Victorian farming year
Tuesday 27 March, 7.30pm
Evening talk with Valley Fens Wildlife Group
£2 per person (includes refreshments)
All welcome, no need to book

Fairtrade
Fortnight
26.2.18 11.3.18

April
Annual Plant Sale

 Sunday 15 April, 10am-3pm
 Over 20 award-winning and specialist
nurseries selling perennials, shrubs, fruit
bushes, herbs, hostas, alpines and lots more!
 Plus second hand tools and donated plants.

Keep your eyes and ears open for Fair Trade
Fortnight from the end of February into March.
Local Fair Trade shops such as the Just Traid
shop down St Johns Street, Bury St Edmunds,
may have bargain offers.

Adults £1.50, children free
Hot and cold refreshments available
Dogs on leads welcome
01379 688333

Also Oxfam in Diss and Bury and the stall run by
Sue Watson in Eye Church. Remember your local
parish church uses only Fair Trade tea and
coffee. Join us now and try some!

For further details and to book, visit
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org
or call 01473 890089

Any questions, ask Janie Whitehead,
01359 250326

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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ABC Electricity

JLW Electrical Services
LTD
James Waterman
Electrician

For all your electrical requirements
Free quotation and advice
No job too small
Call Christie on

Domestic, Industrial &
Commercial Installations

Part P Accredited
ELECSA approved

01953 860957
07979 508 408

26 Gaye Crescent
Eye, Suffolk,
IP23 7BW

or e-mail
christieorton@hotmail.co.uk

T 01379 872991
M 07800 739476
E jlwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

S.C.G.
ELECTRICAL
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
SECURITY LIGHTING

01379 741311 or
07792 767869

Jake Ward
Residential & Commercial
New Installations - Rewires - Maintenance
Testing - Fault Finding - Lighting - Power
Consumer Unit Upgrades - Data Cabling
T: 01379 897082 / 07541 278736
jkwardelectrical@outlook.com

Also:

PVC FASCIAS, BARGEBOARDS & GUTTERING
UPVC DOORS IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS
FENSA REGISTERED
INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For a free quotation please ring:

01359 251312

A B S
Home

Improvements
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Readings for Parish Church Sunday Services
Date

1st reading

2nd Reading

4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February
4th March

Colossians 1:15-20
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
1 Peter 3:18-end
Romans 4:13-end
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 1:1-14
Mark 9:2-9
Mark 1:9-15
Mark 8:31-end
John 2:13-22

Lector/
Sidesman
Rota

Chapel of Ease

Rickinghall Inferior

Redgrave All Saints

Date

Sidesman
Lector
Service
Sidesman
Lector
Service
Sidesman
Lector
Service
Mrs C HilliMr L
Mrs J BenMrs S
Mrs White- 10.30
4th Feb
08.15 HC Mrs M Self
3.00pm EP
ard
McGrath
nett
White
head
ASAT
Mrs J
Mr J
th
11 Feb
08.15 HC Mr R Rixon Mrs P Rixon 10.30 HC
Wright
Wright
Mrs J
14th Feb
Mrs l Wills
7.30 UHC
Shepherd
Mrs S
Mrs WhiteMrs R Mr. J Walk18th Feb
10.30 WT
8.15 HC
White
head
Walker
er
Messy
Messy
Mrs J
Mrs F
25th Feb
10.30
Rector
8.15 HC
Mrs K Gunn 10.30 HC
Church
Church
Sheehan
Lamb
Mrs J
Mr J
Mrs J BenMrs C DaMrs J
10.30
4th March
08.15 HC Mr R Rixon
3.00pm EP
Wright
Wright
nett
vidson
Stokes
ASAT

Flower Rota

Redgrave All Saints

Redgrave St Mary’s

Rickinghall

No flowers until Easter

Due to Police cutbacks, information for residents who are victims of crime is very poor. Anyone who is the victim of

crime or unsocial behaviour incidents, in respect of Botesdale and Rickinghall, should contact Peter Beck and in
respect of Redgrave, contact John Campbell. Contact details for both are below.

Please note…

residents of Botesdale & Rickinghall can receive a Neighbourhood Watch email circular on request from Peter Beck

although Stowmarket hosts our Safer Neighbourhood Team (contact details below), it does not have a front counter where
you can visit in person - these are available at :

Bury St Edmunds - Raingate Street IP33 2AP

Ipswich - 10/10a Museum Street IP1 1HT

Lowestoft - Old Nelson Street NR32 1PE
Neighbourhood Watch Contacts…

Botesdale & Rickinghall : Peter Beck on 01379 890495; email : peter@pbeck.plus.com

Redgrave
: John Campbell on 01379 890946; email redgrave.nwatch@outlook.com

Suffolk Constabulary
: Stowmarket Safer Neighbourhood Team, telephone 101 (non-emergency & queries)

email : Stowmarket.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

website : www.suffolk.police.uk/your-area/stowmarket

Emergency calls
: Fire, Police Ambulance - dial 999

Free to every household thanks to the local businesses that advertise here. Please support local businesses.
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RHB Accounting
Services
All Aspects of Booking Keeping,

VAT Returns, Purchases
Sales, Ledgers
Credit Control, PAYE
Inland Revenue: CIS etc
Can be office based,
if required

Rachel
07887991191
rachel@rhbaccounting.co.uk

We offer a personal service, locally, with
high street offices in Diss and Harleston
Legal services at a competitive price
for individuals and businesses
www.jackamans.co.uk
Diss 01379 643555
Harleston 01379 854455
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PARKVIEW CHAPEL
February 2018
Services :
Sunday 4th – One service at 11.00am
Sunday 11th – Communion service at 10.00am and Main service at 11.00am
Sunday 18th – Communion service at 10.00am and Coffee on a Sunday at 11.00am
Sunday 25th – Communion service at 10.00am and Main service at 11.00am
Refreshments served on all Sundays from 10.30am
Events :
Thursday 1st & 15th

– ‘Praise Hour’ – 2.00pm

Tuesday 13th

– ‘Coffee On The Corner’ – 9.00am

also regular activities for children and young people at…

PARKVIEW YOUTH

(All held at Parkview Chapel, Botesdale)
JUNIOR CHURCH
Reception – Year 6
Sundays 11.00am – 12.00pm
PYP
Years 7-13
Sundays 7.00pm – 8.30pm

JUNIOR FRIDAY CLUB
Reception – Year 6
Fridays 6.00pm – 7.00pm
SENIOR FRIDAY CLUB
Years 7 - 11
Fridays 7.30pm – 9.30pm

For further information
please contact
Kev Gladwell on 01379 898924
or check out our website
www.parkviewchapel.co.uk

Botesdale Methodist Church
Services are held every Sunday at 10.30 am unless otherwise indicated
A friendly welcome to everyone to services and all meetings
4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February

Mrs Sue Goodwin
Congregational Service
Mr David Freeman
Rev David Ely - Holy Communion

Christian Forum
Coffee down the Lane
Wives Club

Tuesday 6th February 7.30pm—A Norwegian Evening with Rosemary and Brian Shurmer
Tuesday 27th February 10.00 - 11.30am
Wednesday 21st February 2:30pm : AGM : Bring & Buy Stall
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All Saints
Redgrave

St. Botolph’s
Botesdale

St. Mary’s
Rickinghall

4th February ’18 2nd Sunday before Lent

11th February ’18 Sunday next before Lent

8:15 St. Botolph’s, Botesdale, BCP Communion

8:15 St. Botolph’s, Botesdale, BCP Communion

10:30 All Saints, Redgrave
All Saints Altogether
An interactive service for people of all
ages starting with coffee

10:30 St. Mary’s, Rickinghall, CW Communion

3.00pm St. Mary’s, Rickinghall, Evening Prayer

14th February ‘18 Ash Wednesday
7.30pm United Holy Communion, Chapel of Ease, Botesdale
18th February ’18 1st Sunday of Lent

25th February ’18 2nd Sunday of Lent
8:15 St. Mary’s, Rickinghall, BCP Communion

8:15 All Saints, Redgrave, BCP Communion
10:30 St Mary’s, Rickinghall
Worship Together
An interactive service for people of all
ages

10.30 Messy Church in Botesdale
Village Hall for tea, cake, crafts,
songs, stories and family fun.
10:30 All Saints, Redgrave, CW Communion

Also this month:

4th March ’18 3rd Sunday of Lent
8.15
St. Botolph’s, Botesdale BCP Communion
10.30 All Saints, Redgrave All Together All Saints
3.00pm
St Mary’s, Rickinghall Evening Prayer
Lent Study
“Christianity Explored”

Sat. 17th Feb 8.30am
Men’s Breakfast at All Saints
Please contact Mark Duxon on 01379
890987 if you wish to join us.

On various weekdays
Contact the Rector on 01379 8986856
for further information

“Midweek Communion”
Wed. 7th Feb 10.00am
St Mary’s Church, Rickinghall
Thur. 15th Feb 9.45am
Farnish House Holy Communion
These services follow the order of BCP

Tues 20th Feb 7.15pm
Bracken Wood, The Street, Redgrave
A time of prayer for the work and
ministry of Christ’s church in the
community

“Together in these villages we offer Christ’s healing grace through our
worship and service.”
For more information; Revd Chris Norburn 01379 898685
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